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“	Good evening from space. 
Greetings from the  
International Space Station  
to all of you joining the  
10th World Health Summit  
in Berlin.”
Alexander Gerst 
ESA Astronaut and Commander 
of the International Space Station  
(June – December 2018)

“Thank you so much  
for the inputs.”
Tedros Adhanom  
Ghebreyesus  
Director-General, WHO,  
Switzerland

“It is very important that 
migration and refugee  
health cannot be left to the 
health sector alone. It has  
to be addressed from differ-
ent perspectives. It calls  
also for partnership – like the 
different perspectives that 
colleagues are bringing  
here round the table.”
Elhadj As Sy  
Secretary General, International  
Federation of the Red Cross  
and Red Crescent Societies,  
Switzerland

“	In the end of the day 
there is no protection. 
You can´t put up a wall 
and stop infectious 
diseases. And that ś 
why getting together 
in places like this is so 
important.”
Seth Berkley  
CEO, GAVI, The Vaccine Alliance, 
Switzerland

“What I like very much about  
the World Health Summit is  
that it brings together scientists, 
experts, and policy makers.  
And this interface is very  
important for evidence-based 
policy making.”
Zsuzsanna Jakab 
Regional Director for Europe,  
WHO, Denmark 

“	The World Health Summit 
presents a great opportunity 
to openly discuss the really 
most pressing challenges we 
face in global health today.”
Stefan Oschmann 
President EFPIA, Belgium 
CEO and Chairman Merck KGaA, Germany

“	No matter what our sector  
is, we all have to think  
differently and come together  
in new ways.”
Albert Bourla 
CEO, Pfizer, USA

“	This is not one of these 
conferences where every-
body is just blablabla – 
this is a conference 
where everybody is 
focused on how can we 
get more done better  
and faster.”
Gayle. E. Smith 
CEO and President, ONE, USA

“Only by working together 
and making the smartest 

investments we will be able 
to make this giant but 

crucial leap for humanity.”
Erna Solberg 

Prime Minister, Norway

“We must establish 
strong collaboration and 
networking mechanisms 

at all fronts.”
Ruth Aceng  

Minister of Health, Uganda

“The world is healthier today 
than it has ever been. And I 

think that is really important to 
state because people think this 

can´t be solved. But the truth  
is we can solve these problems.”

Jeremy Farrar  
Director Wellcome Trust, UK

“	The World Health 
Summit is a best 
practice example for 
building construc-
tive and innovative 
dialogues with all 
relevant actors.”
Jens Spahn  
Federal Minister of Health, 
Germany
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From October 27–29, the 11th World Health Summit will 
again draw international experts from academia, politics, 
the private sector, and civil society to Berlin. 

At the World Health Summit, stakeholders and decision
makers from all over the world and every field in healthcare
work together to find solutions to global health challenges.

The World Health Summit promotes thought leadership in 
science and advances global health agendas. It was founded  
in 2009 on the occasion of the 300th anniversary of Berlin’s 
Charité Hospital. The international conference is traditionally 
held under the patronage of the German Chancellor, the 
President of the Republic of France, and the President of  
the European Commission. In addition to the World Health 
Summit in October in Berlin, there are annual Regional  
Meetings in spring and Expert Meetings around the world.

FACTS

Presidents 2019
Ali Jafarian 
Tehran University of 
Medical Sciences, Iran
Detlev Ganten  
Charité – Universitäts
medizin Berlin,  
Germany 

3 Days · 100 Nations · 300 SPEAKERS · 2,500 PARTICIPANTS

“It is my great pleasure to offer 
my patronage once more to the 
World Health Summit, and to 
congratulate you on reaching 
the important milestone of your 
ten year anniversary. The World 
Health Summit is in good health!”

“	The international community has set 
itself the goal of ensuring that every 
woman, man, and child in the world 
has the chance of a healthy life.  
The World Health Summit shows that 
this goal does not have to remain a 
mere wish.”

“	Over the years, the World  
Health Summit has become  
a major forum for addressing 
global health issues in a cross-
cutting manner by bringing 
together all relevant stakeholders 
on an international level.”

PATRONAGE

Angela Merkel  
Chancellor of the Federal 		
Republic of Germany

Emmanuel Macron 
President of the  
Republic of France

Jean-Claude Juncker 
President of the  
European Commission

Participants 
•	 2,500 from 100 countries 

and 1,200 different  
international organizations

•	 4,000 via live-stream

Goals
•	 Improve health worldwide
•	 Bring together stakeholders 

from all sectors
•	 Strengthen international 

cooperation

Results
•	 M8 Alliance Declaration
•	 Statements and recommen-

dations for national aca-
demies, governments and 
international organizations

•	 Session reports

Upcoming 
Regional Meetings
•	 Kish Island, Iran  

April 2019
•	 Kampala, Uganda  

April 2020

Expert Meeting 2019
•	 Rome, Italy  

June 2019

Sector Affiliation Speakers Origins Participants Gender Balance

Academia  37%

	16%	I ndustry  

	20%	Politics  

27%	Civil Society

Participants

Speakers

  Male        Female

50%

35%

50%

65%
48%	Germany  

52%	I nternational  



Transforming Human Capital:  
Investing in Health and Education
The World Bank’s Human Capital Project is a global effort 
to accelerate more and better investments in people for 
greater equity and economic growth. Health and edu
cation are centrally important objectives of development. 
Education plays a key role in the ability of a developing 
country to absorb modern technology and develop the 
capacity for self-sustaining growth. 

Universal Health Coverage:  
Expanding Rights and Access
SDG 3.8 envisions that by 2030 all people can use health 
services of sufficient quality without facing financial 
hardship. Despite strong international support, country 
level financing and implementation remains challenging. 
Multi-sectoral approaches are key for generating political 
will for investment in UHC and driving reforms.

The Future of Health Policy in the G7/G20:  
From Biarritz to Osaka
Healthcare has developed into a key policy issue at 
national and international levels. In 2019, the G20 in Osaka 
will include a meeting of health ministers set to cover 
topics like health security and antimicrobial resistance  
as well as a joint forum of finance and health ministers.  
The health governance issues inherent in the SDGs have 
underlined how increasing financial and political commit-
ments are central to solving global health challenges. 

SDG 3: The Global Action Plan for Healthy Lives  
and Well-Being for All
The success of the SDGs will be measured by their  
impact on the prosperity and well-being of people and 
the planet. Initiatives such as the Global Action Plan  
for Healthy Lives and Well-Being for All endeavor to build  
a foundation of greater cohesion among global health 
actors in support of countries’ achievement of the health-
related SDGs. The Action Plan was launched at the  
World Health Summit 2018.

Focus Africa:  
Building Capacities and Strong Institutions
The commitment of the United Nations Member States  
in achieving the SDGs by 2030 will require significant 
investment, innovation, and partnerships in Africa.  
The African Union has made health one of its priorities 
and we see increasing political commitment to invest  
in health in a number of African countries.

Digital Health: 
Shaping Society and the Modern Economy
A growing, ageing global population will have a profound 
impact on health spending across the world. New tech
nological developments are responding by increasingly 
blurring the boundaries between the physical, biological, 
and digital worlds. The digital revolution has the potential 
to benefit the health of all, but it can also lead to new 
ethical challenges and increasing health inequities. 

Central Topics 2019

TOPICS

Session Formats 

Keynotes 
•	 90 minutes 
•	 Max. 5 speakers
•	 Up to 800 participants

Panel Discussions
•	 90 minutes
•	 Max. 6 speakers
•	 Up to 300 participants

Workshops
•	 90 minutes
•	 Max. 6 speakers
•	 Up to 250 participants

• 	Basic Biological & Medical Research
• 	Clinical & Patient Research
• 	Specific Diseases & Disorders
• 	Diagnostics & Therapy
• 	Medical Technology & Engineering
• 	Health Policies & Systems

General Topics

• 	Universal Health Coverage
• 	Translational Science & Medicine
• 	Public Health & Prevention
• 	Lifestyle, Physical Activity & Nutrition
• 	Patient Safety
• 	Healthcare Facilities

• 	Drugs & Vaccines
• 	Regulatory Aspects
• 	Health Visions, Strategies & Ethics
• 	Evolutionary Medicine
• 	Demographic Change & Healthy Aging
• 	Global Health & Development
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WORLD HEALTH SUMMIT 2018

50 sessions, 300 speakers, and
2,400 participants from 100 countries 
and 1,200 different organizations –  
in October 2018, Berlin was the  
capital of global health once again. 

“The Gender 
equity SDG 
would solve 
almost all  
of the global 
health prob-

lems: we would get rid of the neo 
natal infant mortality issues and  
at least HIV and malaria would  
– in terms of big daily burdens –  
almost go away.”

Trevor Mundel  

President, Global Health Division,  
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, USA

 
Keynotes and panel discussions:

•	 Opening Ceremony
•	 Migration and Refugee Health
•	 Managing the Next Decade in Cancer
•	 An Integrated Response to Obesity, Diabetes, and NCDs

… and 12 workshops

 Sunday, October 14
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“SDG 3 which 
we especially 
address 
today, can’t 
be considered  
in isolation 

from the other SDGs, such as 
guaranteeing access to quality 
education, empowering women 
and girls and fighting climate 
change.”

Frédérique Vidal  

Minister of Higher Education, 
Research and Innovation, France

Keynotes and panel discussions:

•	 Joint Keynote Grand Challenges / World Health Summit 
•	 Healthy Lives and Well-Being for All 
•	 The SDG3 Global Action Plan for Health and Well-Being 
•	 Health Systems Strengthening 
•	 Innovation for Impact: The Grand Challenges Model 
•	 The Digital Healthcare Revolution 

… and 8 workshops

Keynotes and panel discussions:

•	 Vaccine Production and Delivery Systems 
•	 Antimicrobial Resistance 
•	 Global Health Security 
•	 Value-Based Healthcare 
•	 Big Data Analytics in Biomedical Research and Healthcare 
•	 Pandemic Preparedness in the 21st Century 

… and 12 workshops

 Monday, October 15  Tuesday, October 16

 “We also have the  
10th anniversary of the  
World Health Summit.  
Truly a fantastic  
combination.” 

Bill Gates  

Co-Chair, Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation



M8 DECLARATION 2018

Health is a Driving Force for  
the Sustainable Development Goals
Global health is central to the Sustainable Development Goals. International organizations,  
governments and non-state actors are increasingly joining forces to shape a more sustainable future. 
In 2018, many high-level political gatherings have reinforced the importance of including health in 
their deliberations: At the United Nations two high-level meetings were dedicated to the challenges 
of non-communicable diseases and to tuberculosis, and the G20 continued its series of health  
ministers’ meetings with a focus on childhood obesity. All reinforce – as does the World Health  
Summit – that in order to ensure healthy lives and promote well-being of all people, the integrated 
support of all other Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) is required. It also reinforces the  
importance of a strong commitment to multilateralism to support global health. (...)

The rich discussions at the World Health Summit in 2018 lead us to highlight the need for action  
in six key areas of global health: 

1	 Commitment to support  
	 the SDG 3 Action Plan for  

	 health and well-being 

The M8 Alliance and the World Health 
Summit will work as strong partners 
for international health organizations 
to support the implementation of the 
SDG Action Plan and its orientation  
to accelerate, align, and account for 
actions in global health. 

In close cooperation with global 
partners, the M8 Alliance will orient 
its work towards the Action Plan 
accelerators and provide the World 
Health Summit in 2019 as a platform 
to centrally focus on strategies for 
further implementation.  

2	 Commitment to support  
	 the global move to universal 	

	 health coverage

The M8 Alliance has regularly called 
for investment in universal health 
coverage as the cornerstone of global 
health and SDG 3. It notes that high- 
level political summits have reinforced 

this direction and underlines the  
importance of the United Nations 
General Assembly high-level meet- 
ing on universal health coverage  
in September 2019. An integrated 
approach to both infectious and 
non-communicable diseases, a focus 
on quality, patient safety, gender 
dimensions, and patient participation 
are central components of universal 
health coverage that the World 
Health Summit revisits regularly.  
The digital transformation provides 
unprecedented possibilities to leap-
frog development. The commitment  
of the World Bank to invest in human 
capital – especially health and edu
cation – is a significant support for 
accelerating implementation. 

The M8 Alliance calls on the next  
G7 and G20 summits – in France and 
Japan, respectively – to prioritize 
investments in universal health 
coverage and access to medicines  
in support of the implementation  
of the 2030 agenda. This includes 
investing in the digital transforma-
tion of health systems.

3	 Commitment to a global 		
	 health agenda that builds on 	

	 the universal right to health 
 
All work of the M8 Alliance is ground-
ed in the values of health equity, 
human rights, gender equity and 
global cooperation. The M8 Alliance 
has underlined that a Health in All 
Policies approach and a better under-
standing of the social, environmental, 
and commercial determinants of health 
supports this orientation. The SDGs 
can only be implemented based on 
such an orientation, which is reflected 
in SDG 16, with its focus on peaceful 
and inclusive societies. The World 
Health Summit reinforces the right to 
health of migrants and other vulner-
able groups and has chosen a special 
focus on mental health and inequali-
ties in cities. 

The M8 Alliance calls on all stake-
holders to work together in the spirit 
of SDG 17 on partnerships, but also  
to engage for the achievement of 
SDG 16 with its focus on peace, rule 
of law, and accountable institutions.
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4	 Commitment to ensure  
	 global health security

 
The world continues to be challenged 
by serious disease outbreaks, as well 
as the ongoing challenge of anti
microbial resistance. At present, the 
Ebola outbreak in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo underlines the 
connection between outbreaks, weak 
governance, and health institutions. 
This outbreak also shows the dangers 
emerging from outbreaks in war-torn 
areas and underlines the intersection 
of health emergencies and humani-
tarian and development action. The 
M8 Alliance recognizes the extraor- 
dinary work done by the WHO in  
this context but deplores the lack of 
commitment by member states to 
fully finance WHO emergency activi-
ties, especially the contingency fund 
for health emergencies. We recognize 
the work of the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Movement and MSF – and 
join them in drawing attention to the 
lack of adherence to United Nations 
Security Council Resolution 2286. 

The M8 Alliance calls on international
organizations and on policy makers
to prioritize the digital potential of
health systems. The M8 Alliance calls  
on decision-makers to strengthen
their investment in health security –  
as an integral dimension of universal 
health coverage – and the imple-
mentation of the International Health 
Regulations. We welcome the in-
creasing effort made through inno-
vation and research to be able to 
prevent outbreaks through vaccine 
development, improved diagnostics 
and treatment. The One Health 
approach continues to be a guide for 
intersectoral and interdisciplinary 
action.

5	 Commitment to investing  
	 in science and technology

The partnership with the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Grand Challenges for 
the World Health Summit 2018 has 
highlighted the need to step up 
vaccine research and development. 
The M8 Alliance notes the progress 
achieved, for example in the develop-
ment of an Ebola vaccine. This year’s 
World Health Summit has also drawn 
attention to the need to invest in  
the prevention and treatment of non- 
communicable diseases, such as 
cancer, obesity, diabetes, cardio
vascular diseases, and dementia. 
Affordable services and treatments 
will be critical, especially for low-  
and middle-income countries.  

The M8 Alliance reinforces its call  
to research and development orga-
nizations to support institution and 
capacity building in the Global South 
through strong cooperation net-
works. It also highlights the need  
for more implementation and social 
science research. 

6	 Commitment to address  
	 violence and sexual exploita- 

	 tion as a public health issue

Violence in its many forms is chal-
lenging societies and has great public 
health impact – this includes war,  
civil war, gun violence, and domestic 
violence. Sexual exploitation is gain-
ing increasing attention and needs  
to be seen through a public health 
perspective, taking into account  
both the physical and mental trauma 
associated with it, especially when 
the victims are minors. Gender-based 
violence and stigmatization against 
LGBTQ people need to be addressed.

The M8 Alliance will continue to 
address violence as a threat to public 
health and calls on public health 
agencies to cooperate across society 
and with affected groups and victims.

Respect and Dialogue:  
An international initiative
Against the backdrop of growing 
violent extremism, populism, conflicts, 
and suffering worldwide, the M8 
Alliance calls for giving science a 
stronger voice and taking more 
responsibility. At this year’s World 
Health Summit, the InterAcademy 
Partnership (IAP) – jointly with the
M8 Alliance and other partner orga- 
nizations – has launched the initiative 
“Respect and Dialogue” in order to  
foster an atmosphere of mutual res- 
pect and contribute to an open, free, 
peaceful, forward-looking culture  
of discussion. The common initiative 
“Respect and Dialogue” will join forces 
with other organizations that bear 
witness to peaceful intercultural 
dialogue and that consider it part  
of their mission to actively drive this 
dialogue today and in the future.

The M8 Alliance renews its full 
commitment to support Goal 3  
of the SDGs which aims to: 
“Ensure healthy lives and pro-
mote well-being for all at all ages.” 
We call on heads of state and 
government to invest in people 
and to ensure that no one is  
left behind. The M8 Alliance 
commits to the transformative 
approach of the SDGs. We  
call on politicians to make the 
political choice for health.



 STARTUP TRACK 2018

 
Startups from all over the world  
presented their ideas and concepts  
for the future of healthcare at the 
World Health Summit Startup Track.

10 young entrepreneurs from 5 countries pitched on  
Monday, October 15, in front of a high ranking jury and 
audience. They were honored at the World Health Summit 
Night by Otmar Wiestler, president of the Helmholtz Asso
ciation – the largest scientific organization in Germany. 

The 2018 winner is research scientistst and innovator  
Roopam Sharma, from India. His company Eyeluminati 
developed an intelligent glove: Manovue. The glove is the 
world’s first intelligent personal assistant for the visually 
impaired. It combines vision intelligence and the Internet  
of Things to help users read any printed text without  
knowing Braille. The jury explained their decision: “This 
solution allows those affected barrier-free access and  
therefore social participation. It empowers them to lead  
an independent life.” 

For the World Health Summit Startup Track 2018, 60 health 
startups from 19 countries applied. 25 of them were invited  
to the World Health Summit. 

World Health Summit Night 2018
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Media PARTNERS

Facts

•	 Accredited media representatives: 210 
•	 Reports (print, online, TV, radio): 320 
•	 Homepage: 130,000+ visitors worldwide
•	 Facebook: 8,000 likes, 19,000 mentions in October 2018
•	 Twitter: 7,000+ followers, 300,000 impressions 
•	 Press releases: 1,800+ German and 1,000+ international  

media contacts
•	 Monthly newsletter: 20,000+ subscribers worldwide

The World Health Summit 2018 was featured e.g. in

•	 Ad Hoc News
•	 AFP
•	 allAfrica
•	 AP
•	 ARD Tagesschau
•	 Ärzte-Zeitung
•	 Atento Viseu
•	 Berliner Kurier
•	 Berliner Morgenpost
•	 Berliner Zeitung
•	 Biotech News
•	 Businessportal Norwegen
•	 Care Insight
•	 Daily Sabah Science
•	 Deutsche Welle
•	 Deutsches Ärzteblatt
•	 Deutschlandfunk
•	 devex
•	 Dignited
•	 Entwicklungspolitik Online

•	 epd
•	 Epoch Times
•	 Financial Times
•	 Focus.de
•	 Frankfurter Allgemeine  

Zeitung
•	 FT Health
•	 Ghana News Agency
•	 Greenpeace Magazin
•	 Hamburger Abendblatt
•	 Handelsblatt
•	 Health Capital Cluster
•	 Health Policy Watch
•	 Healthcare Startups  

Deutschland
•	 kma
•	 Le Figaro
•	 Market Insider
•	 MCEBISCO Nigeria
•	 MDR

•	 medicalonline
•	 Medizin Aspekte
•	 Med-Tech Innovation News
•	 Modern Ghana
•	 Nachrichten Welt
•	 neues deutschland
•	 NRK Nyheter
•	 Observador
•	 Onu Info
•	 PenNews
•	 people magazines
•	 POLITICO
•	 Politik Digital
•	 Potsdamer Neueste  

Nachrichten
•	 Publico
•	 rbb
•	 reliefweb
•	 Reuters
•	 RTL

In Zusammenarbeit mit:

Polish Healthcare Journal

Ogólnopolski System Ochrony Zdrowia

•	 Science
•	 Stern
•	 Süddeutsche Zeitung  
•	 Tagesspiegel
•	 The Better India
•	 The Citizen
•	 The Guardian
•	 The Indian Express
•	 The Lancet
•	 The Portugal News
•	 The Sagamore
•	 The Telegraph
•	 The World News
•	 Times of India
•	 wallstreet online
•	 WELT
•	 Westfälische Rundschau
•	 Wirtschaftswoche
•	 Xinhua
•	 ZDF

Participants Press Conference 2018



NETWORK

Speakers
•	 Peter Agre
•	 Jutta Allmendinger
•	 Gerd Binnig
•	 Elizabeth Blackburn
•	 Emmanuelle Charpentier
•	 Aaron Ciechanover
•	 Karl Max Einhäupl
•	 Peter Gruss
•	 Leroy Hood
•	 Roger D. Kornberg
•	 Barry J. Marshall
•	 Peter Piot
•	 Hans J. Schellnhuber
•	 Thomas C. Südhof
•	 Lothar H. Wieler
•	 Otmar Wiestler
•	 Ada E. Yonath
•	 Rolf M. Zinkernagel

Speakers
•	 Christine Beerli
•	 Seth Berkley
•	 Arnaud Bernaert
•	 Katie Dain
•	 Jeremy Farrar
•	 Bill Gates
•	 Norbert Hauser
•	 Dagfinn Høybråten
•	 Joanne Liu
•	 HRH Princess Dina Mired
•	 Joy Phumaphi
•	 Helle Thorning-Schmidt
•	 Gayle E. Smith
•	 Elhadj As Sy
•	 Heidemarie Wieczorek-Zeul

Speakers
•	 Hanan Mohamed Al-Kuwari
•	 Yukiya Amano
•	 José Manuel Barroso
•	 Alain Berset
•	 Margaret Chan
•	 Raymonde Goudou Coffie
•	 Awa Marie Coll-Seck
•	 Adalberto Campos Fernandes
•	 Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
•	 Hermann Gröhe
•	 Dorcas Makgato-Malesu
•	 Angela Merkel
•	 Matshidiso Rebecca Moeti
•	 José Ramos-Horta
•	 Jens Spahn
•	 Frank-Walter Steinmeier
•	 Guido Westerwelle

World 
 Health 
 Summit

Academia

Policy
Makers

Private
Sector

Civil
Society

Organizations
•	 Charité – Universitäts- 

medizin Berlin 
•	 Berlin Institute of Health
•	 European School of Management  

and Technology
•	 Fraunhofer Society
•	 German Centres for Health Research
•	 German Center for Infection Research
•	 Helmholtz Association
•	 InterAcademy Partnership
•	 Leibniz Association
•	 Leopoldina
•	 Robert Koch Institute
•	 M8 Alliance
•	 Max Delbrück Center for  

Molecular Medicine
•	 Max Planck Society
•	 National Institutes of Health

Organizations
•	 Bayer Foundations 
•	 Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
•	 Coalition for Epidemic  

Preparedness Innovations
•	 Else Kröner-Fresenius-Stiftung
•	 GHIT Fund
•	 Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance
•	 International Committee  

of the Red Cross
•	 Médecins Sans Frontières
•	 ONE
•	 Save the Children
•	 The Club of Rome
•	 The Global Fund
•	 Transparency International
•	 Wellcome Trust
•	 World Wide Fund For Nature

Organizations
•	 Deutsche Gesellschaft für  

Internationale Zusammenarbeit 
•	 European Commission
•	 German Federal Ministry  

of Economic Cooperation and 
Development

•	 German Federal Ministry  
of Education and Reseach

•	 German Federal Ministry of Health
•	 Organisation for Economic 

Co-operation and Development
•	 Munich Security Conference
•	 Senate of Berlin
•	 World Economic Forum
•	 World Health Organization

Speakers
•	 Werner Baumann
•	 Albert Bourla
•	 Eric Cornut
•	 Thomas B. Cueni
•	 Christoph Franz
•	 Steven Hildemann
•	 Joseph Jimenez
•	 Neil Jordan
•	 Suresh Kumar
•	 Freda C. Lewis-Hall
•	 Stefan Oschmann
•	 Hasso Plattner
•	 Severin Schwan
•	 Steve Singh
•	 Frans van Houten

Organizations
•	 Bayer
•	 European Federation of  

Pharmaceutical Industries  
and Associations

•	 International Federation of 
Pharmaceutical Manufacturers 
& Associations

•	 Johnson & Johnson
•	 Medtronic
•	 Merck
•	 Microsoft
•	 Novartis
•	 Pfizer
•	 Roche
•	 Sanofi
•	 SAP
•	 Siemens Healthineers
•	 VAMED
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 World Health Summit  
Regional Meeting – Iran
April 29–30, 2019 
 Kish Island

Topics
•	 	Health in Uncertain Situations
•	 Global Health in a Transitional World
•	 Sustainable Health Development
•	 NCD & Mental Health
•	 Planetary Health
•	 Medical Education

Previous Regional Meetings 
•	 Coimbra 2018 
•	 Montreal 2017
•	 Geneva 2016
•	 Kyoto 2015
•	 São Paulo 2014
•	 Singapore 2013

Hosts 	

Tehran University of Medical Sciences  

Venue 	

Kish International Convention Center,  
Kish Island, Iran 

“I would like to cordially invite  
all of you to the Regional Meeting 
in Iran – the first one in this region. 
Tehran University of Medical 
Sciences has hosted two inter
national conferences on SDGs  

in the course of the last three years. In that context 
and building up on the previous Regional Meetings, 
the current global health agenda, regional priorities, 
and in collaboration with the World Health Summit 
and the M8 Alliance we have created an interesting 
and attractive agenda.”
Ali Jafarian 
Former Chancellor 
Tehran University of Medical Sciences, Iran

Save the Date
Regional Meeting – Uganda
April 27–28, 2020
Kampala

Tehran University of Medical Sciences (TUMS) is the
oldest and best-known higher education institute  
in health and medical sciences in Iran, and the region.  
The school is ranked as Iran’s top research university  
and is a national center of excellence for medical care.  
In 2018, TUMS  had over 13,000 students (55% of whom 
are women) in various disciplines. The university has  
11 schools, operates 16 teaching hospitals with over  
4,000 beds, has 105 research centers and 44 libraries, 
and publishes 58 journals.



The World Health Summit supports young experts and innovative ideas

Initiatives

ENTREPRENEURS IN GLOBAL HEALTH
 

New Voices in Global Health

IAP Young  

Physician Leaders

In this program, top junior pro
fessionals are nominated by  
the national academies of their 
countries and are trained in 
special leadership programs 
during the World Health Summit. 
The program is organized by  
the IAP for Health, the medical 
section of all national academies, 
and was launched in 2011 in 
partnership with the World Health  
Summit and the M8 Alliance.

The initiative Entrepreneurs in Global Health highlights inno
vative ideas from all over the world with the potential to revo
lutionize healthcare and improve global health. Selected startups 
are invited to the World Health Summit to present their ideas  
in front of an audience.

The initiative New Voices in Global Health 
promotes the active participation of young 
scientists. The World Health Summit Scientific 
Committee identifies the best applications. 
Selected participants present their work at  
the World Health Summit. 
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The M8 Alliance is a unique network of 25 leading international academic health 
centers, universities, and research institutions, and includes the InterAcademy  
Partnership, which represents all national academies of medicine and science.  
The M8 Alliance acts as an academic think-tank for the World Health Summit.

The M8 Alliance currently has
25 members based in 18 different
countries, and includes all national 
academies of medicine and science, 
represented through the InterAcademy 
Partnership. All M8 Alliance members 
are committed to improving global 
health and working with political and 
economic decision-makers to develop 

science-based solutions to health 
challenges worldwide. The M8 Alliance 
promotes the “bench to bedside to 
population” health translation of  
research, as well as the transformation  
of current medical care approaches  
to treating the ill by creating health-
care systems aimed at the effective 
prevention of disease.

The organization also works to adapt
health-related solutions to rapidly
changing living conditions through
research in priority areas, especially
shifting demographics, urbanization,
and climate change. 



 M8 ALLIANCE

InterAcademy Partnership (IAP) 
for Health
The IAP for Health combines the expertise 
and impact of all national academies  
of medicine and science worldwide to 
advance sound policies, promote excellence 
in science education, and improve public 
and global health.

Charité – Universitätsmedizin 
Berlin, Germany
Europe’s largest university clinic –  
and its oldest and most prominent 
hospital – is located in the German 
capital. Eleven Nobel Laureates have 
worked at Charité.

Coimbra Health, Portugal
Over 700 years old, the University of 
Coimbra is a keystone of European and 
global scientific culture, as well as a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. Together 
with the Coimbra Hospital and University 
Center, it forms Coimbra Health. 

Imperial College London, UK
The Imperial College of Science and 
Technology was created as a constituent 
college of the University of London. Fully 
independent since 2007, the Imperial 
College London attracts students from 
more than 100 countries.

London School of Hygiene  
&  Tropical Medicine, UK
Founded in 1899, the London School  
of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine is one of 
the leading research-focused graduate 
schools in the world.

Istanbul University, Turkey
With origins dating back to 1453, Istanbul 
University is an internationally recognized 
institute of higher learning with over 
170,000 students and 22 faculties 
dedicated to research and education.

Johns Hopkins Bloomberg  
School of Public Health, USA
A fully accredited private institution, the 
JHSPH was the first public health facility 
in the world, and it remains the largest 
school in the field.

Kyoto University Graduate  
School of Medicine, Japan
The first institution of its kind in Japan, 
the Kyoto Imperial University College  
of Medicine was founded in 1899. Its 
successor, the Kyoto University School of 
Public Health, was established in 2000. 

Makerere University, Uganda
One of the oldest and most  
prestigious centers of learning  
in Africa, Makerere University  
is home to a staff of over 4,000  
and more than 40,000 students.

Monash University, Australia
As Australia’s largest university –  
with approximately 60,000 students 
from over 170 countries – Monash has 
seven campuses: five in Victoria, one in 
Malaysia and another in South Africa.

National University of Singapore
Founded in 1905, the National University 
of Singapore today consists of 16 different 
faculties and schools. Around 37,000 
students can be found on its three 
campuses in Singapore and seven over-
seas locations.

National Taiwan University, Taiwan 
Known for its diverse and international 
curriculum, National Taiwan University is 
made up of 11 colleges, 54 departments 
and 105 graduate institutes. It has a 
student body of around 30,000.

Sapienza University of Rome, Italy 
Established in 1303 by Pope Boniface VIII, 
Sapienza is one of the oldest universities 
in the world. With about 115,000 students, 
it’s one of the largest in Europe as well.

Tehran University
of

Medical Sciences

Tehran University of Medical Sciences (TUMS) is accredited with premier status by the Accreditation Service for International 
Colleges (ASIC). ASIC is recognized by the United Kingdom Department for Education and Skills (DfES), the United Kingdom 
Department for Universities, Innovation and Skills (DUIS), the United Kingdom Border and Immigration Agency (Home Office), the 
United Kingdom Office for Standards in Education (Ofsted). ASIC is a member of Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA).

Tehran University of Medical 
Sciences, Iran 
The university is the oldest, largest, and 
most highly ranked comprehensive higher 
education institute in the field of medicine 
and public health in Iran, offering a wide 
range of courses and receiving applica-
tions from students from around the globe.
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University Sorbonne  
Paris Cité, France
The University Sorbonne Paris Cité is  
a recently established consortium of 
prestigious institutions that brings  
together higher education and research 
institutions in the city of Paris. 

University of Geneva, Switzerland
Founded in 1559 as a theological and 
humanist seminary, the University of 
Geneva is renowned for emphasizing the 
unity of teaching and research. It’s the  
only tertiary-level educational institution 
of its kind in the region.

Geneva University Hospitals, 
Switzerland
The Geneva University Hospitals  
are heirs to a centuries-long tradition  
of excellence in medicine and science. 
The HUG represents a merger all public 
hospitals in Geneva.

Graduate Institute Geneva,  
Switzerland
A semi-private postgraduate institution, 
the Graduate Institute Geneva was the 
first university in the world to be dedi-
cated solely to the study of international 
affairs.

University of Montreal, Canada 
A public research university that started 
with less than 100 students in 1878, the 
University of Montreal has more than 
60,000 today. Comprised of 13 faculties 
and more than 60 departments, it has 
the highest sponsored research income 
in Quebec.

Montreal Clinical Research  
Institute, Canada
The IRCM was the first independent 
academic research center in Quebec  
to bring basic and clinical researchers 
together under a single roof.

University of São Paulo, Brazil
Founded in 1934, the University of  
São Paulo arose from a combination of 
institutions, including a medical school. 
Today the largest university in Brazil is 
seen as the country’s most prestigious 
educational institution.

World Federation  
of Academic Institutions for 
Global Health (WFAIGH)
A global network of academic health 
institutions, the WFAIGH was set up to 
help provide evidence to inform policies 
on global health issues.

Association of Academic Health 
Centers Intenational (AAHCI)
The AAHCI is a global non-profit organ
ization that aligns efforts among health 
professionals in education, research,  
and patient care.

Chinese Academy of Medical 
Sciences & Peking Union Medical 
College, China
The college is among the most selective 
medical institutions in the People’s 
Republic of China and one of its top two 
universities. 

Russian Academy of Medical 
Sciences, Russian Federation
Set up in 1944, the USSR Academy of 
Medical Sciences was considered the 
most prestigious scientific and medical 
organization in the Soviet Union. Its 
successor – the Russian Academy of 
Medical Sciences – was founded in 1992.
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