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8  WELCOME MESSAGES
HIGH PATRONS OF THE WORLD HEALTH SUMMIT 2022

A warm welcome to the World 
Health Summit (WHS) in Berlin!

The challenges facing global health 
could hardly be greater. The COVID- 
19 pandemic is not yet over, its im- 
pact continues to be felt all over 
the world. In July, the WHO had to 
declare a public health emergency 
of international concern for the 
second time in a few year – this 
time due to the monkeypox virus. 
Global warming, war and conse-
quently hunger and migration are 
putting additional pressure on our 
healthcare systems and healthcare 
provision.

It is therefore all the more important 
that this year the WHS is focusing 
particularly on the complex interde-
pendency between climate change, 
food systems, digital transforma-
tion, peace and global health. And 
at the same time the WHS is provid- 
ing the only right response to all 
these challenges: bringing experts 

from all over the world together  
to facilitate joint, internationally 
coordinated action. The fact that 
this year’s WHS is being hosted 
together with the WHO is there-
fore an important signal.

The achievements of globally co- 
ordinated action are considerable. 
So far, more than one billion doses 
of COVID-19 vaccines have been 
distributed to 144 countries via  
the ACT-Accelerator. The WHO’s 
mRNA hub has supported African 
countries with knowhow and tech- 
nology to produce mRNA vaccines 
locally.

As challenging as the present is, 
we can now set our sights on the 
future thanks to effective vaccines, 
new treatments and the two and  
a half years of experience we now 
have in dealing with the pandemic. 
For me, that means first and fore- 
most ensuring that our global health 
architecture is better equipped  
for the future. We want to do what  
we can to achieve this with the  
G7 Pact for Pandemic Readiness, 
adopted under the German G7 
Presidency. It is also important that 
we share data swiftly and reliably 
and make it available for research –  
on the basis of international stand-

ards, not least with regard to data 
protection. We have a good start-
ing point for this here in Berlin with 
the WHO Hub for Pandemic and 
Epidemic Intelligence.

When I write “we”, I am, of course, 
not only referring to governments 
but also to experts like you – from 
the health sector, from the areas of 
development cooperation, research, 
civil society and business. The One 
Health approach requires even closer 
interdisciplinary and international 
cooperation.

Forums such as the WHS are and 
remain indispensable. For they 
ensure that critical debate can take 
place which provides space for 
different perspectives and allows 
free academic exchange at the 
highest level, thereby laying the 
foundation for knowledge-based 
and rational policymaking. The 
importance of this has also been 
revealed by the pandemic, during 
which huge doubt was cast on 
scientific findings in some quarters 
or they became the focus of tar- 
geted misinformation campaigns.

Academic exchange and combined 
expertise can help to counter this. 
Both are needed in the search for 
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A new edition of the World Health 
Summit brings us together this year, 
under an innovative partnership 
with the World Health Organization 
(WHO). I am delighted to be a 
Patron alongside Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz and Dr. Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus. 

The COVID-19 pandemic is not yet 
over as we are still battling the virus 
around the world. This global health 
crisis created a shockwave, as cases 
and deaths rose by the day, and as 
each new variant of concern tested 
our health systems and our deter
mination; but it also generated a 
momentum for us to come together, 
unprecedented in the history of 
nations, united around one common 
goal: to end the pandemic while de- 
veloping more equitable and sus-

tainable models – to ensure each and 
all are safe. 

It is in that spirit that France, along 
with the European Commission,  
the WHO and many other partners, 
launched the “Access to COVID-19 
Tools (ACT) Accelerator” in April 
2020, to support the development, 
production and equitable distribu-
tion through health systems of safe 
and effective COVID-19 diagnostics, 
treatments and vaccines. By bring-
ing together Governments, interna-
tional organizations, private actors 
and civil society, ACT-A has largely 
delivered on its promise of equity 
and will continue to do so in 2023.

The European Union has played a 
leading role in this exceptional call 
for international solidarity: acting  
as one Team Europe, the European 
Commission and its Member States 
are a major contributor to ACT-A 
and its “vaccine pillar”, COVAX, and 
one of the main donors of COVID-19 
vaccines, with a collective commit-
ment of 700 million doses. At the 
European Union – African Union 
Summit last February, under the 
French Presidency of the European 
Union Council, Team Europe also 
committed to a range of initiatives 
aiming at strengthening local pro-

WELCOME MESSAGES 
HIGH PATRONS OF THE WORLD HEALTH SUMMIT 2022

innovative solutions that can 
make our healthcare systems  
fit for the future. And both are 
embodied in the WHS and in 
you as participants.

I hope you have a successful 
and fruitful time here at the 
WHS in Berlin!

Olaf Scholz
Chancellor of the 
Federal Republic of Germany

Where science, politics, the private 
sector and civil society meet for 
inspiring talks, enhanced coopera-
tions and new solutions.
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duction capacities; supporting the 
COVID-19 vaccination campaigns’ 
rollout; fostering collaboration and 
exchanges of best practices to 
strengthen pharmaceutical systems; 
and spreading the One Health co- 
operation.

Beyond the end of the current crisis, 
health issues must remain on top  
of the international political agenda 
and France will continue to play an 
active role and ensure that health 
does not take second place to the 
crises that are unfortunately accu-
mulating: wars, food and energy 
crises, the growing monkeypox epi- 
demic, and so on. We will be doing 
so first by updating our European 
strategy for global health, a decision 
adopted under the French Presiden-
cy of the Council of the European 
Union. This renewed strategy will 
contribute to the construction of the 
“European Union of Public Health”, 
to confirm the EU as a leading actor 
of global health and to promote our 
shared values of solidarity, equity 
and the right to health for all, in a 
meaningful and impactful way. 

France is reflecting on its own future 
strategy for global health, and among 
our priorities for the global health 
agenda comes the need to sustain-

ably strengthen health systems, and 
collective pandemic prevention, pre- 
paredness and response systems 
and capacities, at all levels – global, 
regional and national. France is de- 
termined to engage its partners in 
adopting a solid international treaty 
on pandemics. We have no choice 
but learn from the current crisis and 
be better equipped for the next 
pandemic. This is our responsibility 
as leaders. In order to do better,  
we must understand better and rely 
on scientific work. That is what the 
WHS is all about!

One of the major lessons from 
COVID-19 is the need to consider 
human, animal and environmental 
health as fundamentally interrelat-
ed. Climate change as well as the 
loss of biodiversity, both caused  
by human activity, are clearly affect-
ing our ecosystems’ balance and  
our health. With that One Health 
approach in mind, France along with 
Germany and the Quadripartite 
collaboration (WHO, OIE, FAO and 
UNEP) will continue to support the 
crucial work of the One Health High- 
Level Expert Panel (OHHLEP).

The science-based evidence and 
multidisciplinary One Health ap-
proach will provide us the guidance 

WELCOME MESSAGES 
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needed to enhance our health 
systems’ resilience against future 
shocks. Integration into regional 
partnerships and networks, and  
collaboration between them, added 
to investments into the strengthen-
ing of local production capacities 
and the training of sufficient and 
qualified human resources for health 
will be necessary and complemen-
tary steps to long-term strengthen-
ing of health systems. France is a 
long-standing advocate of this vision, 
motivating its strong support the 
WHO Academy, from its inception.

This year, as armed conflicts in 
Ukraine, in Syria, in Yemen, in Ethio-
pia and in many other parts of the 
world are raging, we must uphold 
health as a fundamental human right 
for all, even in contexts of armed 
violence and repression. France will 
continue to support access to health 
care and services, including com-
prehensive sexual and reproductive 
health and rights for women and 
girls – now more than ever as they 
are under attack – and access to suf- 
ficient and nutritious food, including 
for refugees, internally displaced 
people and other vulnerable groups.

We must now make the right deci-
sions. New, ambitious and sustain-
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able perspectives are emerging 
under the aegis of the WHO  
and its Director-General, of the 
European Union and its Member 
States. Together, we must give 
our support to an improved  
and renewed, balanced and 
efficient multilateral system and 
architecture allowing a better 
management of pandemics and 
consequently a better protec-
tion of our populations. France 
will be there.

Together, let us rise to the global 
health challenges that are in 
front of us and implement the 
fundamental right to health  
for all. 

I wish you all a successful  
Summit. 

WELCOME MESSAGES 
HIGH PATRONS OF THE WORLD HEALTH SUMMIT 2022

Emmanuel Macron
President of the  
Republic of France

I am proud to continue to be a 
patron of the World Health Summit 
alongside Chancellor Olaf Scholz 
and President Emmanuel Macron. 
WHO is honoured to join the  
Charité – Universitätsmedizin Berlin 
and the World Health Summit as  
a co-organizer this year.

The world is at a critical juncture. 
The COVID-19 pandemic is not over, 
but the end is in sight. We face a 
great risk that the world moves on 
to the next crisis – of which there  
are plenty – and forgets the painful 
and costly lessons the pandemic has  
taught us. One of the most obvious 
of those is that when health is at risk, 
everything is at risk. The pandemic 
has been much more than a health 
crisis; it has affected societies, busi- 
nesses, economies, schools and 
politics. Health is therefore central 
to development, and to social, 
economic and political stability.

This year’s World Health Summit 
addresses the five priorities for global 

health that I outlined for countries 
and for WHO at this year’s World 
Health Assembly, as together we 
recover, rebuild and renew our com- 
mitment to the Sustainable Develop- 
ment Goals. 

The first is promoting health, by 
making an urgent paradigm shift  
to addressing the root causes of 
disease and creating the social, eco- 
nomic and environmental conditions  
in which health can thrive. Making  
this shift begins with recognising that 
health starts not in the clinic or the 
hospital, but in schools, streets, super- 
markets, households and cities. Much 
of the work that Ministries of Health 
do is dealing with the consequences 
of poor diets, polluted environments, 
unsafe roads and workplaces, inad-
equate health literacy, and the aggres-
sive marketing of products that harm 
health, and the existential threat of 
climate change. Such a shift could  
cut the global disease burden in half, 
but it would also offer massive eco-
nomic gains, by reducing the burden 
on health systems and increasing  
the productivity of populations.

The second priority is providing 
health, by reorienting health systems 
towards primary health care as the 
foundation of both universal health 



coverage and health system resilience. 
The pandemic has demonstrated 
that a resilient health system is not the 
same thing as an advanced medical 
care system. Some countries with the 
most sophisticated medical care were 
overwhelmed by COVID-19. By con- 
trast, some middle-income countries 
with fewer resources fared much 
better, thanks to investments in public 
health after outbreaks of SARS, MERS,  
H1N1 and others. The backbone of 
public health is robust primary health 
care, for detecting outbreaks at the 
earliest possible stage, as well as 
for preventing disease and promot-
ing health at the community level.

The third priority is protecting health, 
by strengthening the global architec- 
ture for health emergency prepared- 
ness, response and resilience. The 
pandemic has exposed serious vul- 
nerabilities in the world’s defences 
against epidemics and pandemics, 
while the collective failure to address 
neglected diseases in neglected com- 
munities puts us all at risk. In May, 
WHO published a White Paper with 
10 key proposals for making the 
world safer, in the areas of govern-
ance, financing and systems and 
tools, under the umbrella of a new 
legally-binding international instru-
ment on pandemic preparedness 

and response, which WHO’s Member 
States are now negotiating. 

The fourth priority is powering health 
through science, research, innovation, 
data, and digital technologies. Advan- 
ces in science and research are con- 
stantly pushing back the boundaries 
of the unknown and the impossible; 
innovations in health products and 
service delivery give us hope of over- 
coming challenges that once seemed 
insurmountable; developments in  
big data and machine learning are 
helping us to see who is being left 
behind, and to track progress against 
our targets; and digital technologies 
offer huge potential for delivering 
health services in new ways, to more 
people, especially in hard-to-reach 
areas. At the same time, one of the 
lessons of this pandemic is that the 
fruits of science and technology 
must be shared equitably. 

The fifth priority is performing for 
health, by building a stronger, em- 
powered and sustainably financed 
WHO. At this year’s World Health 
Assembly, our Member States made 
a historic decision to increase as- 
sessed contributions (the member-
ship dues countries pay) to 50% of 
WHO’s base budget over the next 
decade. This will give WHO the fle- 

xibility and predictability to plan for 
long-term programming in countries, 
and to attract and retain the people 
we need to deliver those programmes. 
Of course, it is incumbent on us to 
return the trust our Member States 
have put in us with strong govern-
ance, accountability, transparency 
and efficiency. Even before the pan- 
demic, we had already made major 
progress in these areas, and we are 
committed to further improvements. 
In particular, our focus in the coming 
years is to significantly strengthen 
our country offices to support greater 
country capacity and greater coun-
try ownership.

The world must heed the lessons  
of this pandemic. One of the most 
important of those is the power of 
hope: that with science, solidarity 
and a commitment to equity, we  
can avoid unnecessary deaths and 
illness, and create stronger, more 
equitable and resilient health sys-
tems and societies that are able to 
deal with the crises of the future. 

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
Director-General of the 
World Health Organization (WHO)

WELCOME MESSAGES 
HIGH PATRONS OF THE WORLD HEALTH SUMMIT 2022
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13 WELCOME MESSAGE 
 WORLD HEALTH SUMMIT PRESIDENT

In 2022, we cordially welcome you to a very special 
World Health Summit: For the first time, the World 
Health Summit and the World Health Organization 
(WHO) join forces to host the world’s leading inter- 
national, inclusive and inter-sectoral global health 
conference. Co-hosted by the WHO Director-General  
Dr. Tedros, WHS 2022 will bring together the most 
prominent names in global health from all sectors in  
all regions of the world. 

We are expecting far more than 300 speakers and 
several thousand participants in Berlin and online.  
In 60 sessions, they will discuss new strategies for 
global health, set the course to tackle the imminent 
health threats and work for a healthier, more  
equitable future. 

“Making the Choice for Health” will be the over- 
arching theme of this year’s agenda in the spirit of  
the UN Sustainable Development Goal SDG 17  
“Partnership for the Goals”. Germany and the G7  
nations declared “Healthy Lives” a top priority  
and emphasized the need to improve “Pandemic  
Prevention, Preparedness and Response” as well  

Axel Radlach Pries
World Health Summit  
President 

Dean, Charité – Universitätsmedizin Berlin 

 WELCOME TO THE  
WORLD HEALTH SUMMIT 2022

as “Global Health Architecture” at the G7 Summit this 
past June in Germany. In these times of the COVID-19 
pandemic, an international security crisis, and increas-
ing speed of climate change, working together across 
national or sectoral barriers is more relevant than ever. 

The World Health Summit 2022 will provide a prime 
opportunity to find new solutions for health for all.  
We are thankful that the German Federal Chancellor 
Olaf Scholz, one of the high patrons of the World Health 
Summit 2022, stresses the importance of global health  
by addressing the Summit at the opening ceremony. 

I wish you all fruitful discussions and fresh insights  
at this special World Health Summit 2022 together  
with WHO! 
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FINDING SOLUTIONS FOR GLOBAL HEALTH 

WHS 2022 is the first World Health Summit together 
with WHO and is part of a long-term collaboration,  
as WHO has been a strong strategic partner of the 
World Health Summit since its very beginning.

WHS and WHO are both dedicated to the well-being  
of all people. To give everyone everywhere the chance  
to live a healthy life is a global effort, and the key  
to achieve better health for all lies in collaboration  
and open dialogue, guided by science. 

This is what WHS 2022 stands for.

WHS 2022 strengthens exchange, stimulates innovative 
solutions to health challenges, fosters global health  
as a key political issue and promotes the global health 
debate in the spirit of the UN Sustainable Development 
Goals: SDG 17 “Partnership for the Goals”.

The World Health Summit and the World Health Organization are joining forces to host  
the world’s leading international, inclusive and inter-sectoral global health conference:  
The World Health Summit 2022 from October 16–18 in Berlin. The summit brings together  
global health leaders and stakeholders from all sectors in all regions of the world and  
focuses on “Making the Choice for Health” by reflecting on the most pressing topics.

SHORT CUT

Goals
•	 Improve health worldwide
•	 Find answers to health challenges, guided by science
•	 Bring together stakeholders from all sectors  

and all regions of the world
•	 Facilitate open dialogue
•	 	Strengthen international cooperations
•	 Set health agendas
•	 Foster the recognition of global health  

as a key political issue

Speakers and Participants
•	 Leading scientists and medical professionals
•	 Ministers and civil servants
•	 High-ranking officials at international organizations
•	 CEOs from industry and civil society
•	 Young professionals and students



15 CENTRAL TOPICS 2022

Investment for Health and Well-Being
The urgency of sustainable and equitable investing in 
health and well-being is proving to be more important 
than ever given today’s intersecting global challenges. 
There have been extensive discussions on the need  
to increase investments in health especially following  
the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic; financial insti-
tutions are more engaged and several new financial  
instruments have been proposed. While there has been  
a shift towards responsible investment by private and  
by institutional investors – especially with regard to 
climate impact – more needs to be done to ensure that 
large financial flows support health, improve the health 
impact of economic actors and to widen the Environ-
mental, Social, and Governance (ESG) approach to 
include health considerations. As vulnerable and mar-
ginalized people groups are particularly affected, invest-
ment targeted to health and its determinants also plays  
a crucial role for health equity.

Climate Change and Planetary Health
Climate change is the biggest threat for global health. 
Millions of people are victims of heat waves, droughts, 
floods and storms, hunger and the spread of infectious 
diseases, sea level rise and resulting migration and 
political instability. We see significant new health inequi-
ties emerging as a consequence. Bold new approaches 
to policy making, research, and business are needed in 
order to change course. An unprecedented challenge 
demands an unprecedented response. New coalitions 
are emerging between health and climate advocates 
and activists and international organizations such as  
the World Health Organization (WHO) are building the 

evidence and creating alliances to put this agenda at 
the center of global health action. New transformation 
pathways in the health sector and beyond both on local 
and global levels need to be developed. One pathway is 
for countries and health systems to set the goal for net 
zero carbon emission in health systems and to support 
Low and Middle Income Countries (LMICs) to decarbon-
ize systems as they develop Universal Health Coverage 
(UHC) and primary health care. Another is for the public 
health community to fully integrate the planetary health 
agenda.
 

Architecture for Pandemic Preparedness
Despite considerable effort invested in global pandemic 
preparedness over the last two decades, the COVID-19 
pandemic has underscored the need to be better pre- 
pared to identify and respond to new pandemic and 
epidemic threats. Several high-level panels and commis-
sions have recommended improvements to the global 
public health architecture, while both the G7 and the  
G20 have pandemic preparedness high on their agendas.  
A major challenge at both the global and country  
levels is how to build stronger and smarter surveillance, 
especially for rapid detection of unknown pathogens, 
coupled with effective decision-making and response 
capabilities. A fundamental reality is that stronger 
pandemic and epidemic intelligence requires that all 
countries are better prepared and able to collaborate 
with each other effectively. For this, structural aspects 
are important such as international legal frameworks, 
financing mechanisms, improved multi-sectoral colla
boration, and the strengthening of existing global  
public health organizations, including the WHO.  
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Digital Transformation for Health
The digital transformation of health is progressing with 
great speed. Today digital technologies represent an 
essential component on the path to health literacy,  
sustainable health systems and Universal Health Cover-
age (UHC). Fundamental changes are currently taking 
place in healthcare with regard to the way medical  
care is delivered and information is procured and dis-
seminated. Digital Health First strategies are being 
developed rapidly as many large tech companies enter 
the health arena. The role of the major tech platforms  
in relation to reliable health information has been promi-
nent during the COVID-19 pandemic and infodemics 
have become a major threat to health. These develop-
ments have led to new forms of cooperation between 
international organizations and the tech industry at  
the global level. However, in many countries, significant 
investments in both health and digital infrastructure  
are needed and the regulatory environment is weak. 
There is concern about data extraction and loss of  
digital sovereignty. Countries need robust digital health 
strategies that integrate leadership, financial, organi
zational, human and technological resources as well as 
support to address the major impediments they face.
 

CENTRAL TOPICS 2022

Food Systems and Health
Food systems are making us ill, driving climatic change 
and undermining the health of ecosystems. Food lies  
at the heart of human, ecosystem and animal health. 
The agenda is big: we must change the way we think 
about, produce, distribute, consume, dispose of and 
value food, for better health outcomes. There are five 
interconnected and interrelated pathways: unhealthy 
diets and food insecurity; zoonotic pathogens and 
antimicrobial resistance; unsafe and adulterated foods; 
environmental contamination and degradation and 
occupational hazards. We need transformative systems 
change to shift food systems towards the delivery of 
sustainable healthy diets for all. If food systems are 
transformed, they can become a powerful driving force 
towards ending hunger, food insecurity and malnutrition 
in all its forms. The package of actions comprises of 
taxing unhealthy options and subsidizing healthy  
options, protecting children from harmful marketing  
of food and beverages, ensuring clear and accurate 
nutrition labels, reducing the levels of salt, sugars and 
harmful fats in processed food and drink products, 
fortifying staple foods by adding extra vitamins and 
minerals, ensuring nutritious foods for healthier diets 
are served or sold in schools, hospitals and other public 
places, improving surveillance of and response to  
foodborne diseases and assessing and strengthening 
national food control systems.
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Health Systems Resilience and Equity
Both health systems resilience and health equity are  
key for an effective and efficient response to crises such 
as COVID-19. If a health system is unable to withstand 
the pressures from a shock, it may cease to function  
or collapse, leaving in particular the most vulnerable at 
risk. Therefore an urgent need for global and national 
commitment for sustained progress towards Universal 
Health Coverage (UHC) and health security is essential 
combined with a consistent commitment to equity.  
This requires an integrated approach to building and 
rebuilding health systems that serve the needs of  
the population, before, during and after public health 
emergencies. Adjustments to long-term changes, 
continuous learning, essential public health functions, 
strong primary health, all-hazards emergency risk 
management and engaging the whole-of-society are 
required. WHO has issued seven policy recommen
dations on building resilient health systems based  
on primary health care and WHO’s health inequality 
monitoring provides an evidence base for equity- 
oriented policies, programs and practices aimed at 
closing existing gaps.

Global Health for Peace
The world is seeing the greatest number of conflicts 
since the end of WWII; two billion people, or a quarter 
of the world’s population, now lives in conflict-affected 
areas according to the United Nations. In response  
the WHO has launched the Global Health for Peace 
Initiative (GHPI) which aims to position health as an 
influencer of peace and the WHO as an actor that helps 
sustain peace through health interventions that are 
conflict-sensitive and deliver peace outcomes in con-
flict-affected areas. The GHPI promotes and supports 
the development of health programs that take into 
account peace and conflict dynamics, and, where 
possible, contribute to peace outcomes. Based on the 
“Do no harm” principle it aims to design interventions 
that are sensitive to conflict dynamics, drivers, and 
actors and it seeks ways to contribute to peace out-
comes while pursuing health objectives. It includes 
Mental Health and Psychosocial Support, Community 
dialogue and Inclusive health promotion initiatives. 
Health interventions can make a real difference, they 
can serve as a starting point for bringing people 
together. They also contribute to enable and enhance 
dialogue, participation, inclusiveness, and trust-building.
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PANEL DISCUSSION

In 2018, 18.1 million people around the 
world had cancer, and 9.6 million died 
from the disease. In the European Union 
the number of cancer cases is particu-
larly high compared to the proportion  
of the EU population worldwide. In the 
African region the trend of cancer inci-
dence and deaths are forecasted to rise 
fastest over the next two decades com-
pared to other world regions. On top,  
the COVID-19 pandemic has negatively 
impacted cancer care through disruption 
of prevention and treatment, delayed 
diagnosis and vaccination, and poorer 
access to medicines.

The EU has launched Europe’s Beating 
Cancer Plan, which emphasizes the  
political commitment to mobilize the EU’s 
stakeholders in the fight against cancer. 
In the African region, the Organization  
of African First Ladies for Development 

(OAFLAD), promotes cancer control  
policies and programs through advocacy, 
resource mobilization and development 
of partnerships with all stakeholders at  
all levels. Comprehensive cancer control 
requires a whole-of-government multi 
stakeholder approach which maximizes 
the potential of new technology and 
knowledge by translating innovative 
approaches into the context of national 
health care systems.

The panel discussion will address global 
similarities and regional differences in  
the fight against cancer and will propose 
opportunities for knowledge exchange 
and cooperation. This will include strate-
gies to build effective partnerships to 
develop sustainable platforms for sharing 
expertise, data, and resources and to 
focus on research and innovation which 
reflect regional priorities and needs.

  EUROPE’S BEATING CANCER PLAN:  
  CATALYZING RESEARCH AND INNOVATION    
  FOR BETTER OUTCOMES WORLDWIDE
 Towards Global Knowledge Exchange  
and Partnership Development in Cancer Control

PD 01 

ROOM EUROPE
11:00 – 12:30



21PROGRAM

P
R

O
G

R
A

M
, S

U
N

 1
6

Nino  
Berdzuli

H.E. Monica 
Geingos

Stella  
Kyriakides

Bernd  
Ohnesorge

Jalid  
Sehouli

Bettina  
Stark-Watzinger

Icó  
Tóth

Andreas  
Ullrich

SPEAKERS

H.E. Monica Geingos
First Lady of Namibia

UNAIDS | Special Advocate for
Young Women and Adolescent Girls

Bettina Stark-Watzinger
Federal Ministry of Education and  
Research (BMBF) | Federal Minister | 
Germany

Stella Kyriakides
European Commission | Commissioner 
for Health and Food Safety |  
Belgium

Nino Berdzuli
World Health Organization (WHO) | 
Regional Office for Europe |  
Division of Country Health Programmes | 
Director

Bernd Ohnesorge
Siemens Healthineers AG |  
President of Europe, Middle East  
and Africa (EMEA) | Germany

Icó Tóth
Mallow Flower Foundation | President | 
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PANEL DISCUSSION

The COVID-19 pandemic has shown how 
rapidly and to what dangerous extent 
diseases can spread today. The risk of an 
increasing incidence and scale of disease 
outbreaks with epidemic potential is 
growing, largely due to ongoing global-
ization, urbanization, deforestation and 
the intensifying interaction between 
humans and animals.

The COVID-19 pandemic exposed weak-
nesses in disease surveillance in nearly  
all countries. Traditional surveillance 
approaches, such as monitoring the 
number of cases and deaths, even when 
optimized, are essential but insufficient 
for the management complex public 
health threats.

The complex challenge to outsmart 
pandemics requires profoundly robust 
healthcare systems globally as well as a 
collaborative, coordinated preparedness 
regarding multiple disease areas with 
pandemic potential, which is why joint 
forces are urgently needed to respond  

to and prevent a wide range of pandemic 
threats. A new model is needed for the 
surveillance for emerging threats, which 
builds upon traditional surveillance 
approaches but also incorporates epi-
demic intelligence, genomic surveillance, 
behavioral and social insights, surveil-
lance at the animal human interface etc. 
This is what we mean by “collaborative 
surveillance”.

Central to notion of collaborative sur
veillance – and response – are the  
national institutions – often referred to  
as “National Public Health Institutes” 
(NPHIs) accountable for detecting public 
health threats, enabling public health 
decisions, defining and monitoring the 
response. While obstacles to collabora-
tion remain in several settings, many 
NPHIs have innovated in the face of the 
pandemic’s challenges. We have an 
opportunity to learn from best practices 
and to foster greater global collabora- 
tion to keep our world safe.

  OUTSMARTING PANDEMICS:  
  COLLABORATIVE SURVEILLANCE AND  
  THE ROLE OF PUBLIC HEALTH INSTITUTES

PD 02 

ROOM AFRICA
11:00 – 12:30



23PROGRAM

Geneviève  
Chêne

Ibrahima Socé  
Fall

George Fu  
Gao

Johanna  
Hanefeld

Chikwe  
Ihekweazu

Aamer  
Ikram

Andrew  
Lee

Natalie  
Mayet

Eduardo  
Samo Gudo

Duncan  
Selbie

SPEAKERS

Geneviève Chêne
University of Bordeaux |  
Professor in Biostatistics and 
Public Health |  
France

Ibrahima Socé Fall
World Health Organization  (WHO) |  
Assistant Director-General for 
Emergency Response

George Fu Gao
Chinese Center for Disease  
Control and Prevention  
(China CDC) | Director-General |  
China

Johanna Hanefeld
London School of Hygiene &  
Tropical Medicine (LSHTM) |  
Professor Global Health Policy |  
United Kingdom

Robert Koch Institute (RKI) |  
Department for International 
Health Protection (ZIG) |  
Head of Department |  
Germany

Aamer Ikram
National Institute of Health (NIH)  |  
Executive Director |  
Pakistan

Andrew Lee
University of Sheffield | School 
of Health and Related Research | 
Professor of Public Health | 
United Kingdom

Natalie Mayet
National Institute for Communi-
cable Diseases | Deputy Director  |  
South Africa

Eduardo Samo Gudo
Ministry of Health |  
National Institute of Health | 
Scientific Director |  
Mozambique

Duncan Selbie
The International Association of 
National Public Health Institutes 
(IANPHI) | President |  
France

CHAIR

Chikwe Ihekweazu
World Health Organization (WHO) | Assistant Director-General  
of Health Emergency Intelligence and Surveillance Systems

P
R

O
G

R
A

M
, S

U
N

 1
6



24 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16

WHO Director-General Dr. Tedros start- 
ed holding dialogues with Civil Society  
on different technical items aiming for 
concrete agreements for collaboration 
between WHO and the civils society. 
These dialogues were planned and lead  
by civil society. This session emanate 
from these dialogues but is brought to  
a global stage to have a discussion on 
broader global health issues and civil 
society’s role in it. The session will be 
planned jointly with civil society, and  
the below is a broad idea for potential 
topics for the session.

Objective of the session: Elicit recommen-
dations from civil society on the role they 
can play in strengthening global health, 
especially in pandemic response, prepar-
edness and resilience as well as Universal 
Health Coverage (UHC). It will also seek 
to discuss the role of civil society in advo- 
cating for sustainable financing for global 
health.

The session will focus on the following:

1.	 Lessons learnt from civil society  
engagement in COVID-19 and other  
health emergency responses for 
strengthening the Global Architecture 
for Health Emergency Preparedness, 
Response and Resilience;

2.	The role of civil society in the health 
systems strengthening, including 
primary healthcare and UHC;

3.	Achieving sustainable financing for 
global health (with civil society).

  CIVIL SOCIETY TOWNHALL  
  WITH   WHO DIRECTOR-GENERAL
The Role of Civil Society in Global Health

GLOBAL HEALTH INSIGHTS

GHI 01 

ROOM OCEANIA
11:00 – 12:30
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The objective of this workshop is to  
adapt and strengthen the European 
global health policy strategy to better 
align with One Health priorities and  
the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) while also rethinking inter- 
national cooperation. The updated  
strategy should enable an integrated  
and complementary decision process  
by member states and multilateral  
organizations like the WHO. A post- 
COVID-19 Europe must be focused  
on one health for all and must speak  
with one voice on global governance  
for health.

The mission of the One Europe for Global  
Health (OEGH) coalition is to improve and 
integrate Global Health and One Health 
priorities into European policies, strate-
gies and actions by engaging European 
civil society and convening all types of 
actors.

OEGH follows the Lyon Declaration 
signed on February 8th, 2022, by several 
members of the One Sustainable Health 
(OSH) Forum at the occasion of the 
European Ministers of Health and Foreign 
Affairs meeting in Lyon during the French 
EU Presidency.

  ONE VOICE FOR A  
  EUROPEAN GLOBAL HEALTH  
  AND ONE HEALTH STRATEGY

WORKSHOP

WS 01 

ROOM SOUTH AMERICA
11:00 – 12:30
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The COVID-19 pandemic has led to de- 
vastating setbacks in the achievement of 
the health-related Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs) and caused significant 
disruptions in the provision of Sexual 
Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR) 
services, including Maternal, Newborn 
and Child Health (MNCH). The multiple 
converging crises (climate, conflicts, 
pandemic) we are experiencing raise the 
question of how health systems can be 
made more resilient.

“Health for all” is a guiding principle  
of Universal Health Coverage (UHC). 
However, achieving UHC is only achiev-
able if an inclusive, human rights-based 
approach is taken, which includes mar-
ginalized groups and those left furthest 
behind. Amongst others, this requires 
increased attention to SRHR, MNCH  
and gender-transformative approaches. 
To meet the needs of all populations, 
comprehensive SRHR services must be 
included in health systems strengthen- 
ing plans and reforms. SRHR services  
are cost-effective and have benefits far 

beyond the health sector. By realizing 
SRHR, women, girls and young people 
get a chance to tap their full potential and 
participate socially, politically, and eco-
nomically. This enhances the well-being 
of individuals, families, and communities, 
and contributes to overall economic 
growth and sustainable development.

Objectives:

•	 Speakers will discuss what role SRHR 
plays in global efforts to achieve UHC, 
including the integration of compre-
hensive SRHR services in UHC reforms, 
in-country plans, and the strategies 
and tools to enable this.

•	 In the context of multiple global crises 
and the resulting negative impact on 
SRHR, the session will explore how this 
affects efforts to achieve UHC and the 
ability to reach the SRHR-related SDGs.

•	 Speakers will look at the role of sus-
tainable financing for SRHR and the 
implications for UHC processes.

  SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE  
  HEALTH AND RIGHTS FOR ALL
Ensuring Access to Services as Part of UHC  
and Resilient Health Systems

WORKSHOP

WS 02 

ROOM NORTH AMERICA
11:00 – 12:30



29PROGRAM

Awa Marie  
Coll Seck

Natalia  
Kanem

Bärbel  
Kofler

Sahar  
Al Qawasmi

Anshu  
Banerjee

Rt. Hon. Helen  
Clark

Maziko  
Matemvu

Loyce  
Pace

Monique  
Vledder

SPEAKERS

Sahar Al Qawasmi
Member of Palestinian  
Legislative Council

Rt. Hon. Helen Clark
Partnership for Maternal,  
Newborn and Child Health 
(PMNCH) | Chair of the Board |  
Switzerland

Former Prime Minister |  
New Zealand

Awa Marie Coll Seck
Minister of State to  
the President |  
Senegal

Natalia Kanem
United Nations Population Fund  
(UNFPA) | Executive Director

Bärbel Kofler
Federal Ministry for  
Economic Cooperation and 
Development (BMZ) |  
Parliamentary State Secretary |  
Germany

Maziko Matemvu
Young Feminists Network |  
Vice President |  
Malawi

Partnership for Maternal,  
Newborn and Child Health 
(PMNCH) | Adolescent and 
Youth Constituency | Vice Chair  |  
Switzerland

Loyce Pace
U.S. Department of Health  
and Human Services (HHS) | 
Assistant Secretary for  
Global Public Affairs |  
United States of America

Monique Vledder
Global Financing Facility (GFF) |  
Head of Secretariat |  
United States of America

CHAIR

Anshu Banerjee
World Health Organization (WHO) | Department of Maternal,  
Newborn, Child and Adolescent Health and Ageing | Director

P
R

O
G

R
A

M
, S

U
N

 1
6



30 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16

Research capacity can be broadly de-
fined as a country’s ability to produce, 
debate and use research knowledge and 
products relevant to their needs, such  
as new technologies. In the international 
development domain, research capacity 
strengthening is a key concern. Research 
capacity is a long-term, complex process 
that requires the interplay of individuals, 
organizations, national and international 
research systems. No model or mecha-
nism has emerged as the most effective 
at supporting research capacity develop-
ment.

The complexities of country contexts 
mean that diverse and multi-faceted 
approaches are appropriate. In some 
approaches to research capacity support, 
the ideal is for capacity to be led by 
partners in Low and Middle Income 
Countries (LMICs). The reality in consortia 
models is often that high-income coun-

tries have a larger influence on directing 
and managing grants and are accountable 
for the outputs. It is difficult for LMIC 
partners to take any real lead on research 
projects in these circumstances.

The aim of the session is to discuss and 
learn from different approaches of re-
search capacity building beyond short-
term research projects, bringing together 
the perspectives of researchers and 
funders. The session will be hosted by  
the German Alliance for Global Health 
Research (GLOHRA), an initiative to pro- 
mote networking and strengthen global 
health research in Germany. It is an asso- 
ciation of global health researchers from 
all disciplines affiliated with public re-
search institutions across Germany and 
funded by the German Federal Ministries 
for Education and Research as well as the 
German Federal Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation and Development.

  BEST PRACTICES AND NEW AVENUES  
  FOR BUILDING RESEARCH CAPACITY  
  IN GLOBAL HEALTH

WORKSHOP

WS 03 

ROOM ASIA
11:00 – 12:30
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  FROM WORDS TO ACTION  
  FOR BETTER NONCOMMUNICABLE  
  DISEASE OUTCOMES
Innovations and Good Practices to Develop National Capacities

PD 03 

ROOM EUROPE
14:00 – 15:30

PANEL DISCUSSION

reduce suffering, and improve health. 
Nearly 2 billion people globally have no 
access to essential medicines. This means 
that essential medicines are unavailable, 
unaffordable, inaccessible, unacceptable, 
or of low quality for more than a quarter 
of the population worldwide.

The purpose of the event is two-fold:

1.	 To recognize the role of young re-
searchers as key changemakers in the 
world to scale up action against NCDs 
and enhance mental health;

2.	To explore innovative approaches to 
NCD prevention and control, such as 
The Defeat-NCD Partnership Essential 
Supplies Facility for improved access  
to NCD treatment to achieve Sustain-
able Development Goal (SDG) target 
3.4 by 2030.

This event will bring together policy
makers, global health leaders, young 
researchers, and innovators to leverage 
their experience and show practical 

Noncommunicable Diseases (NCDs), 
including cardiovascular diseases,  
cancer, chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease, and diabetes, as well as mental 
health disorders, are now the dominant 
cause of death and disability across  
the world.

Cost-effective, evidence-based inter
ventions to prevent and control NCDs 
have long been established, however, 
there is a lack of evidence on how best  
to deliver those interventions across  
a full range of existing health systems  
and diverse populations.

It is time to act now and translate our 
global commitments into action. NCDs 
can only be tackled when national  
capacities and structures are available 
and capable of providing quality, long-
term care to prevent and treat NCDs.

An important aspect of NCD care is 
access to essential medicines and sup-
plies. Essential medicines can save lives, 
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examples of improved access to 
NCD treatment and care and the 
lessons learnt.

As part of the event, there will be 
an exhibition of the work of some  
of the most innovative young 
researchers from Low and Middle 
Income Countries (LMICs), working 
on implementation research to 
scale-up national NCD responses 
for achieving SDG 3.4, as selected 
through the incentive grant pro-
gramme, rolled out by the Defeat-
NCD Partnership, the World Health 
Organization, and partners.
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Communicable and 
Noncommunicable 
Diseases | Director  
of Noncommunicable 
Diseases 
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  THE “GREAT RESIGNATION”  
  OF HEALTH AND CARE WORKERS

PD 04 

ROOM AFRICA
14:00 – 15:30

PANEL DISCUSSION

The world is facing a serious health  
and care worker shortage, with an esti-
mated 18 million needed globally to 
ensure Universal Health Coverage (UHC)  
is reached by the deadline of 2030.  
Yet the COVID-19 pandemic has not only 
led to an estimated 80,000 to 180,000 
health worker deaths globally, but it  
has also put a strain on the profession, 
with some estimates of 1 in 5 health 
workers leaving their jobs. The burnout 
experienced by Health and Care Workers 
(HCWs), due to an immense workload 
caused by COVID-19 infections, has  
hit women especially hard. Despite the 
heroic efforts women have made on the 
frontlines, for which they have received 
international recognition and applause, 
their work continues to be unpaid –  
especially in the case of community 
health workers – or underpaid.

The COVID-19 pandemic has exposed 
inequalities between and within societies, 
including gender inequality. Women 
make up around 70% of the health and 
care workforce globally and 90% of 
patient-facing roles during COVID-19. 
Women provide $3 trillion work to health 
and care annually, of which $1.5 trillion  
is unpaid. 

In addition, many women health and  
care workers face violence and sexual 
harassment at work, which has increased 
during the pandemic negative health 
outcomes from unfitting Personal Protec-
tive Equipment (PPE) designed for the 
male body, and are not able to reach 
senior leadership roles and thus prevented 
from influencing decision making.
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The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Devel-
opment recognizes sports as a vital 
enabler of sustainable development, and 
highlights the growing contribution of 
sports for development and peace. Sport 
and physical activity play a critical role in 
promoting health and well-being for all, 
gender equality, the values of equality, 
fairness and solidarity. Sport and health 
are inextricably linked. Sport encourages 
a healthy lifestyle, and has a positive 
impact on mental health, with invaluable 
benefits on the society as a whole.

In April 2022, the UN General Assembly 
welcomed the upcoming World Cup 
football championship in Qatar as the first 
such event to be held in the Middle East 
and encouraged the relevant authorities 
to exert every effort to ensure that the 
2022 tournament will leave a lasting 
legacy for peace and development in  
the region. The Assembly expressed its 
support for the launch of “Healthy 2022 
World Cup – Creating Legacy for Sport 
and Health”, a multi-year collaboration 
among the International Federation of 
Association Football, the World Health 

Organization (WHO) and Qatar, which 
aims to make the 2022 World Cup a 
beacon for the promotion of healthy lives, 
physical and mental health and psycho
social well-being.

The session will:

•	 highlight the link between sport and 
health, and the impact of sport on 
healthy lifestyle, mental health and 
societal development;

•	 display how health promotion, health 
security and advocacy represent  
key components of sport and health 
initiatives and events, as illustrated by 
the “Healthy 2022 World Cup”;

•	 showcase the experiences of world-
famous athletes and para athletes,  
and the impact of sport on their lives;

•	 set the scene for Universal Health 
Coverage (UHC) day in December and 
future mega-events.

The session will be interactive, with 
potential projection of WHO films.

  SPORTS AND HEALTH

GLOBAL HEALTH INSIGHTS

GHI 02 

ROOM OCEANIA
14:00 – 15:30
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Today there are some 1 billion migrants 
globally, about 1 in 8 of the global popula-
tion, these include 281 million international 
migrants. As of May 2022 United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
has estimated that the number of people 
forced to flee had reached more than  
100 million for the first time on record, 
this means 1 in every 78 people on earth. 

Many refugees and migrants face poorer 
health outcomes than the host popula-
tions and remain among the most vulner-
able members of society often facing 
xenophobia; discrimination; poor living, 
housing, and working conditions; and 
inadequate access to health services. 
Global health emergencies such as the 
COVID-19 pandemic have further em
phasized the importance of addressing 
the health of migrants and refugees in 
inclusive health systems and prepared-
ness plans.

The conflict in Ukraine has additionally 
highlighted the capacity of countries, 
health systems and societies to respond 
in solidarity to mass displacement and  
to integrate refugees within health system 
responses. As the world confronts future 
global health challenges, including the 
climate emergency, and displacement 
from protracted conflicts, it is impera- 
tive that addressing the health needs  
of refugees and migrants is integral to 
achieving the right to health for all. 

This session, co-hosted by the Health  
and Migration Programme at WHO HQ 
and the M8 Alliance aims to outline the 
challenges and opportunities that exist 
within both research and policy to ad-
dress health and migration as a global 
priority.

  ADDRESSING HEALTH AND MIGRATION  
  AS A GLOBAL PRIORITY IN A  
  CHANGING WORLD

WORKSHOP

WS 04 

ROOM SOUTH AMERICA
14:00 – 15:30
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The Global AIDS Strategy 2021–2026, ‘End 
Inequalities, End AIDS’, uses an inequalities 
lens and sets out new targets and polices 
for 2025. Apart from the 95-95-95 Treat-
ment targets, the Global AIDS Strategy 
focuses on the 10–10–10 targets for social 
enablers that aim at reducing stigma and 
discrimination, gender inequalities and 
violence and removing punitive legal and 
policy environments that deny or limit 
access to HIV prevention and treatment 
services for key populations.

Key population and groups often left 
behind such as sex workers, gay men and 
other men who have sex with men, people 
who inject drugs and transgender people, 
accounted for an estimated 65% of new 
HIV infections globally in 2020 because 
they often lack access to the full HIV pre- 
vention tools. Compared to the overall 
population, the risk of acquiring HIV is  
35 times higher among people who inject 
drugs, 34 times higher for transgender 
women, 26 times higher among sex 
workers, and 25 times higher among gay 
men and other men who have sex with 
men. Available evidence indicates that 
HIV prevention, testing and treatment 

services are not reaching many key popu-
lations, including those who are young.

The session highlights successes and 
challenges in addressing inequalities in  
the global AIDS response. Through a 
panel discussion, leaders from different 
sectors of the response will share first-
hand experience on creating enabling 
environments for HIV programs, tackling 
policy and program obstacles as well  
as amplifying voices of those living with 
and affected by HIV, key and vulnerable 
populations and civil and community 
organizations to ensure their meaningful 
engagement in community led responses 
and monitoring. 

A special focus will be the role of UNAIDS 
as a catalyst for accessing HIV resources,  
a key provider of technical support and a 
connector of governments, partners and 
the main HIV financers around key priori-
ties outlined in the Global AIDS Strategy 
to realize the SDG 3 target of Ending 
AIDS as a public health threat by 2030. 
The session will be opened and closed by 
Paul Zubeil, Deputy Director-General at 
the German Federal Ministry of Health.

  THE GLOBAL EFFORT  
  TO END HIV AND AIDS
Addressing Inequalities in the AIDS Response

WORKSHOP

WS 05 

ROOM NORTH AMERICA
14:00 – 15:30
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Scientists calculate the cost of preventing 
further pandemics – via forest protection 
and improved wildlife trade regulation –  
over the next decade would amount to 
just 2% of the estimated financial damage 
caused by COVID-19. Such prevention 
strategies would also come with consid-
erable co-benefits for climate and biodi-
versity. Research shows the proportion of 
pathogens crossing from one stage to the 
next, from pre-emergence to pandemic 
stage decreases as the costs for stopping 
those increases. In this inverse correlation: 
the earlier we prevent, the more cost-
efficient it is.

Yet attention is currently focused on later- 
stage prevention, preparedness and 
response. According to WHO’s Cristina 
Romanelli, only 3% of current efforts to 
stop future pandemics goes to primary 
prevention (pre-spillover), while the 
remaining 97% is invested in secondary 
prevention and preparedness measures.

In the wake of immediate reactions to 
COVID-19 – most of which were taken 
under immense pressure to respond to 
and manage an ongoing crisis – many  
key actors, are now contemplating how  
to avoid and handle possible future 
pandemics more intelligently, efficiently 
and effectively. 

Considering this challenge, we ask: How 
can lessons learned from COVID-19 and 
primary prevention take a more promi-
nent role in global responses to reduce 
the risk of future pandemics? What would 
such a policy path look like? And how 
might it incorporate regulations in line 
with WHO’s Manifesto (“Prescriptions  
for a healthy and green recovery from 
COVID-19”) that recognize the incredible 
opportunity for investments contributing 
to solving the triple, intersecting crises  
of health, climate and biodiversity?

  THE COST OF INACTION –  
  THE IMPORTANCE OF PANDEMIC  
  PREVENTION AT THE SOURCE
The Need to Bolster Pandemic Prevention at the Source  
to Reduce Costs and Provide Co-Benefits to Climate and Biodiversity

WORKSHOP
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PANEL DISCUSSION

  A NEXT ERA FOR WOMEN’S  
  CANCER CONTROL
Including Special Announcement

PD 05 

ROOM EUROPE
16:00 – 17:30

breast cancer mortality by 2.5% per year 
until 2040 are the foundation to making 
this a reality. With countries lagging  
on the achievement of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) to reduce 
premature mortality from Noncommuni-
cable Diseases (NCDs) by one third by 
2030, more collaborative policy action 
and investment in cost-effective inter-
ventions to scale up efforts regarding  
the prevention and control of NCDs are 
urgently needed.

In this session, experts from the public 
and private sectors will look at how we 
are tackling women’s cancers today, 
which opportunities we have to increase 
access and survival rates around the 
world and how we can provide support 
for the work women do for others.

Women take on an enormous burden  
in cancer – not just themselves, more than 
8 million newly diagnosed cases a year, 
but in caring for family members and 
continuing their work in communities  
and the workplace. Historically, societies 
have not focused enough on the women’s 
perspective of cancer: in recognizing 
their role in families and community, or in 
policy decision making. The importance 
of the role of women in cancer and the 
work we need to do to improve their out- 
comes is only slowly being recognized 
and acted upon – particularly in lower 
income countries.

Initiatives such as the WHO’s Global 
Strategy to Accelerate the Elimination  
of Cervical Cancer as well as the WHO’s 
Global Breast Cancer Initiative to reduce 
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  HUMANITARIAN HEALTH  
  IN WAR AND CONFLICT

PD 06 

ROOM AFRICA
16:00 – 17:30

for the global world community and the 
humanitarian system. A rapidly increasing 
number of people will be in need of 
humanitarian assistance and protection.

The humanitarian response to conflict 
needs to improve its effectiveness and 
coordination, the relationship to develop-
ment, its regulation by international law 
and must manifest unite global power in 
action. Another focus needs to be the 
improvement of planning and monitoring 
of health interventions in times of conflict. 
In addition, the issue of how the humani-
tarian system might need adapt in the 
face of evolving methods and means of 
warfare must become a focus. Finally yet 
importantly, the root causes of conflict 
and war need to be better addressed  
and the resilience to violence must be 
strengthened.

Current humanitarian crises such as the 
ongoing conflicts in Ukraine, Afghanistan 
and Yemen to name a few are having a 
horrific impact on health and well-being, 
particularly on the most vulnerable. In 
addition to violence related death, injuries 
and persecution, conflicts often lead  
to the disruption of health systems, the 
collapse of essential medical supply 
chains, the breakdown of social and eco-
nomic systems, the exodus of health care 
workers resulting in starvation, mental 
health problems and flows of refugees. 
Alarmingly, recent conflicts have also 
increasingly documented horrific attacks 
on health workers and health systems.

Despite the fact that the humanitarian 
system is more effective better prior-
itized, more innovative and more inclusive 
than ever, difficult challenges lie ahead  

PANEL DISCUSSION
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For decades, the World Health Summit 
has been one of the world’s leading con- 
ference on global health. Scientists and 
medical doctors meet with high-level 
policy makers and experts from around 
the world to discuss human wellbeing and 
health worldwide. This year is special: It 
marks the first rendition of a joint summit 
between the WHS and the WHO. But how 
do get the insights of such a prestigious 
conference out to the general public? 
And how can we communicate the most 
urgent threat to global health – the triple 
crisis of climate change, pollution and 
biodiversity loss?

Planetary health is a transdisciplinary 
concept that addresses these crises and 
the impacts of human disruptions to 
earth’s natural systems on human health 
and all life on earth. It is an approach  
with aim to understand human impact  
on the world and how we can address it.

Our event will illustrate how crucial 
aspects of planetary health, such as 
nutrition, diet or air pollution, can help 
explaining the importance of a healthy 
planet for healthy people and push for 
necessary political change.

  HEALTHY PLANET –  
  HEALTHY PEOPLE
Communication Strategies to Change the World

GLOBAL HEALTH INSIGHTS

GHI 03 

ROOM OCEANIA
16:00 – 17:30
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The COVID-19 pandemic has been a 
driver of mental ill-health and revealed its 
different facets. Children and adolescents 
were affected in different ways, due to 
school closure, distance learning and shift 
to digital media use, disruption of social 
relations with peers as well as interrupted 
critical health and other services.

But mental ill-health is not only linked to 
COVID-19: Anxiety, depression, trauma, or 
even suicidal ideation are key challenges 
young people face worldwide, for differ-
ent reasons: Around one in five of the 
world’s children and adolescents have  
a mental health illness. Globally, more 
than 50% of young people will have ex- 
perienced at least one period of mental 
ill-health by the age of 25. Not addressing 
the mental health of young people limits 
their creativity and productivity potential 
and causes long-term socio-economic 
costs for societies. However, less than 2% 

of national health budgets in LMICs are 
spent on mental health, which is e.g., 
reflected in gaps in promotive and pre-
ventive youth mental health services. 
Equally, only 1% of Development Assis-
tance for Health is dedicated to mental 
health care.

The panellists – a mix of national policy-
makers, representatives from multilateral 
agencies, funders, academics, and young 
people with lived experience – will shed 
light on the trends, needs and demands 
(including capacity strengthening) in 
youth mental wellbeing while particularly 
focusing on innovative approaches, smart 
strategies and appropriate policies that 
address key challenges toward better 
youth mental wellbeing. They will also  
discuss how to best work together, ensure 
complementarity, and create synergies 
for bigger impact.

  THE FUTURE NOW:  
  TOWARD EFFECTIVE ACTION FOR YOUNG    
  PEOPLE’S MENTAL WELL-BEING

WORKSHOP
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For decades, tuberculosis has been the 
major killer amongst infectious agents 
globally. It has only been outstripped by 
COVID-19 in the last two years. In fact,  
the threat of COVID-19 has had a nega-
tive impact on tuberculosis morbidity  
and mortality, notably in resource-poor 
region, where tuberculosis is most preva-
lent. Even though drugs, vaccines and 
diagnostics have been made available 
through research and development, they 

are often insufficient and hence general 
agreement exists that better intervention 
measures are urgently needed. Research 
and development for tuberculosis has 
been slow due to insufficient awareness 
in and limited financial support from high 
income countries. A change therefore is 
urgently needed and strategies to fight 
tuberculosis can benefit from experiences 
that led to the rapid response to COVID-19.

  INVEST TO END TUBERCULOSIS

WORKSHOP
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This session will focus on new paradigms 
for dynamic states of readiness for pan-
demics and authentic equitable access to 
medical countermeasures. This discussion 
comes at a critical point as the global 
platform for counter measures is in tran- 
sition and undergoing a key evaluation. 
The time to shepherd in a paradigm shift 
to authentically achieve equitable access 
is now.

In February 2022, as a result of the on- 
going lack of equitable distribution of 
medical countermeasures across Africa,  
a ‘Ports to Arms’ Summit was held  
in Nigeria, bringing together leaders,  
activists and institutions from across 
Africa and the global health world to 
discuss a more holistic, global south led 
approaches to equitable access.

Now, almost two years since President 
Macron proposed the Charter for Equi
table Access to COVID-19 Tools during 
the Paris Peace Forum which subse-
quently led to the establishment of the 
ACT-Accelerator supported by the WHO, 
EU and Germany, this WHS provides  
an opportunity for the Global North and 
the Global South to stand side by side  
in addressing how the aspirations in the 
Charter can be met once and for all.

Through the leadership of President 
Macron and President Macky Sall, as 
Chair of the African Union, this session 
aspires to discuss new paradigms for 
authentic engagement and support for 
equitable access and how the 6 principles 
in the Charter can be practically applied  
to ensure all COVID-19 tools are equitable, 
affordable and available for those who 
need them not just in high income coun-
tries but everywhere.

  PORTS TO ARMS APPROACH TO ACCESS  –  
  SUPERCHARGING ACT-A FOR 
  FUTURE     PANDEMICS
Authentic Approaches to Inclusivity to Accelerate Access to Medicines

WORKSHOP

WS 09 

ROOM ASIA
16:00 – 17:30
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CHAIRS
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  OPENING CEREMONY

KEYNOTE

The Opening Ceremony of this special 
World Health Summit (WHS) in coopera-
tion with the World Health Organization 
(WHO) will focus on the challenge of 
Moving Global Health Forward. The in- 
creasing political importance of global 
health and multilateralism will be high-
lighted from different perspectives. 
German Federal Chancellor Olaf Scholz 
will keynote the Summit and outline 
Germany’s role and commitment in global 
health and share the priorities of the  
G7 presidency held by Germany in 2022.  
The G20 priorities of the Indonesian 2022 
presidency will be outlined by Minister  
of Health Budi Sadikin and the European 
Union will present its role in advancing 
global health. In addition, there will be 
high-level video messages from the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations 
António Guterres and the President of 
France Emmanuel Macron. 

A special focus of the opening will be 
moving global health forward for ensur- 
ing the health of children with the voices 
of the leaders of UNICEF, Save the Chil-

KEY 01
Live 

ROOM RUDOLF VIRCHOW
Overflow 

ROOM EUROPE
18:00 – 19:30 dren and a Youth Representative, as well 

as a special message on polio from the 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation de-
livered by its Co-Chair Bill Gates. The 
Director-General of the WHO will wel-
come participants and provide the vision 
for how we will move ahead together in 
solidarity. A special feature of the opening 
will be the presence of the first recipient  
of the Virchow Prize for Global Health.  
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  STRENGTHENING AND  
  FINANCING HEALTH SYSTEMS
The Key to Pandemic Preparedness

PANEL DISCUSSION

PD 07 

ROOM EUROPE
9:00 – 10:30

ple, panelists will discuss how strong and 
coordinated collaboration among global 
health organizations with the support  
of global health leaders like Germany can 
stand up to overcome unprecedented 
challenges.

The session will highlight how we lever-
aged existing expertise, resources, and 
infrastructures, how we can build on the 
investments made in the last two decades 
and continue strengthening surveillance 
and laboratory capacity, ensuring supply 
chains and cold storage facilities, training 
health and community workers and re- 
inforcing data and monitoring systems. 
By reinforcing resilient and inclusive 
health systems we can ensure early 
detection and control of outbreaks and 
the deployment of vaccines, treatments, 
and diagnostics. Further, by creating  
an enabling environment at a global and 
regional levels, for example in rapid and 
risk-tolerant financing, resilient formal 
and community health systems, strong 
regulatory systems, and diversified 
manufacturing, we can further ensure 
these systems can mobilize to rapidly 
respond to emerging threats.

At a time when global attention is shifting 
towards improving the way we prevent 
and respond to future pandemics, this 
session will focus on the key role that 
multilateral actors like Gavi and the Global 
Fund can play to support health systems 
strengthening through their respective 
but complementary mandates and joint 
efforts. By leveraging the interconnected-
ness between fighting existing diseases 
and preparing for new ones, these part-
nerships can maximize national impact, 
and support countries in building pandemic 
preparedness efforts in an integrated, 
people-centered and cost-effective way.

Even though COVID-19 challenged the 
most advanced health systems in the 
world and multilateral agencies were not 
set up nor mandated to respond to a 
global health crisis of this scale, the un- 
precedented global collaboration under 
the Access to COVID-19 Tools Accelerator 
(ACT-A) demonstrated that, in fact, we  
do already have in place the structure, 
network and systems needed to mount  
a global response. Through first-hand 
testimonies from partner countries and 
with the COVID-19 response as an exam-
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  SUSTAINABLE HEALTH  
  FOR PEOPLE AND PLANET

PANEL DISCUSSION

PD 08 

ROOM AFRICA
9:00 – 10:30

A dual approach of mitigation and adap-
tion is required. Essentially innovations 
need to be in focus, not just for reducing 
climate change and limiting temperature 
rise, but also in the health field, The pre- 
vention at systems transformation level, 
the examination of successful mitigation 
and adaptation processes, governing 
innovation for the public good and gov-
erning public goods are necessary steps 
to be initiated quickly.

Globally, climate change and ecosystem 
degradation, as well as epidemics and 
natural disasters, which are increasing  
in frequency, duration and intensity, are 
posing immense threats to human health 
and well-being. The calls from the global 
heath community for urgent action on  
the climate crisis have gained new urgen-
cy in relation to their impact on health.

Human health and wellbeing is depend-
ent on life supporting ecosystems, which 
in turn depend on planetary geophysical 
balances. It is indispensable to stay within 
planetary boundaries not crossing tipping 
points that have adverse health effects  
in unpredictable dimensions.
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  MEANINGFUL YOUTH ENGAGEMENT  
  WITH GLOBAL HEALTH GOVERNANCE

GLOBAL HEALTH INSIGHTS

GHI 04 

ROOM OCEANIA
9:00 – 10:30

WHO to ensure other mechanisms for 
engagement exist. These include the 
recently launched WHO Youth Council –  
a new mechanism for an engagement  
at the highest level. It also includes the 
Youth Pre World Health Assembly (WHA) 
which is celebrating its 10th Anniversary 
this year.

This high-level event organized by the 
International Federation of Medical 
Students’ Associations (IFMSA) builds  
the capacity of over 50 impressive youth 
advocates around the world through 
workshops with high-level speakers and 
prepares them as delegates at the WHA. 
Furthermore, youth have initiated success-
ful national youth delegate programs in 
five countries and the interest of Member 
States is growing. It is essential to create 
awareness around these initiatives and 
support their growth to ensure the vital 
voice of youth is part of global health 
governance at every level.

Young people are one of the biggest 
demographics of this planet. In many 
countries, they represent the biggest part 
of society. Moreover, youth have grown 
up in a world that is both digitalizing  
and globalizing – contributing to unique 
experiences compared to previous gen-
erations. Through the work that they  
day, many young people interact with 
different layers of their communities and 
are exposed to relevant insights and 
experiences. It is essential that youth are 
meaningfully part of the decision making 
around global health on all levels.

Exciting changes have taken place with 
regards to meaningful engagement of 
young people with the World Health 
Organization (WHO). Even though there 
are only two youth-led organizations in 
official relations with the WHO and we 
have seen a decrease in the meaningful 
engagement at WHO high-level meetings, 
young people have worked hard with the 
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  NEGLECTED TROPICAL DISEASES  
  IN THE CONTEXT OF THE  
  WHO-NTD-ROADMAP 2030
Moving to Action through the Kigali Declaration

WORKSHOP

mental organizations and the private 
sector are supporting this. What role can 
Germany play in the global NTD effort? 
How is research integrated?

The Kigali Declaration – published 
27.01.2022 – is a declaration of intent by 
partners from industry, donor countries, 
NTD-endemic countries, Non-Govern-
mental Organizations (NGOs), philanthro-
pists and research institutions. The Kigali 
Declaration builds on the London Decla-
ration on Neglected Tropical Diseases  
of 2012 and aims to support the World 
Health Organization’s Roadmap for  
NTD Control.

The signatories of the Kigali Declaration 
commit to play their part at global, region-
al, national, community and partnership 
levels to eradicate, eliminate or control 
neglected tropical diseases by 2030.  
One of the examples: Schistosomiasis.  
We will use the example of Schistosomiasis 
(worldwide, schistosomiasis a waterborne 
disease caused by parasitic worms alone 
affects more than 240 million people) to 
describe what is being done to get closer 
to the goal of elimination. Core strategic 
interventions like preventive chemothera-
py, WASH, vector control, veterinary public 
health or case management will be in  
the focus. Partnerships with non-govern-

WS 10 

ROOM SOUTH AMERICA
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  ACCELERATING PROGRESS TOWARDS UHC    
  BY CLOSING GAPS IN CANCER CARE
Integrated NCD and Cancer Care to Help Drive UHC and 
Scale Up Access to Comprehensive Diagnostic and Treatment Services  
through a Multistakeholder Approach

WORKSHOP

In this workshop, the example of cancer 
will be used to illustrate potential solu-
tions to the challenges that hinder coun-
tries from promoting UHC and to identify 
opportunities to accelerate progress in 
NCD services. The workshop will take an 
interactive roundtable format with par-
ticipants discussing solutions from their 
perspective with input from the audience. 
Speakers from UN Agencies, Government 
representatives and the private sector  
will draw on their experiences to highlight 
recent major initiatives and emerging  
opportunities for enhanced cross-sector 
collaboration and concerted action to 
scale-up access to comprehensive cancer 
care around the world.

Noncommunicable Diseases (NCDs) 
continue to impose a heavy social and 
economic burden around the globe, 
especially on Low and Middle Income 
Countries (LMICs). This is particularly true 
for cancer: the WHO estimates that 70% 
of cancer deaths are already occurring in 
LMICs, with a steep increase in numbers 
to be expected by 2030. Many of these 
deaths arise from cancers that could be 
prevented, treated, and even cured if the 
appropriate resources such as infrastruc-
ture, equipment, and trained medical staff 
were available. The same applies to the 
underserved populations in High-Income 
Countries who lack access to the care 
they deserve. 

To achieve better health outcomes for 
each person, everywhere, we need to 
prioritize the implementation of Universal 
Health Coverage (UHC), ensuring that 
current knowledge of best practices in 
managing diseases such as cancer be-
comes the standard of care.

WS 11 

ROOM NORTH AMERICA
9:00 – 10:30
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  G7/G20 HEALTH POLICY
Discussion of the G7 Deputies –  
Global Health under the German G7 Presidency  
and the Road Ahead!

WORKSHOP

animal and plant production and environ-
mental sectors. Ultimately, to adapt 
health systems to climate related health 
risks and mitigate the emissions of health 
systems on the environment, the G7  
ministers reinforced the commitments 
made at the COP26 on building environ-
mentally sustainable and climate-neutral 
health systems at the latest by 2050 
while advancing the integration of adap-
tation to climate change and environ-
ment-related health impacts into care.

Building upon these commitments and 
the German G7 presidency 2022, the G7 
deputies will evaluate the commitments 
made especially in light of the Indonesian 
G20 presidency, discuss possible gaps 
which have not yet been addressed  
by the G7 states and provide insights  
on the road ahead to the Japanese G7 
presidency in 2023.

Global Health has a central role within  
the German G7 presidency 2022. With 
the adoption of the G7 Health Ministers’ 
Communiqué and the Leaders’ Commu
niqué in Elmau, the G7 highlighted the 
importance of further advancing Global 
Health within three distinct areas.

To overcome the COVID-19 pandemic  
and sustainably strengthen pandemic 
preparedness and response (PPR), the  
G7 agreed upon an ambitious G7 Pact  
for Pandemic Readiness which aims at 
decreasing further fragmentation in PPR 
with an overarching goal of aligning the 
G7’ activities in this area. To tackle the 
global crisis of increasing rates of Antimi-
crobial Resistances (AMR) today and in 
future, the health ministers agreed upon 
supporting the establishment of nation-
ally integrated surveillance systems on 
AMR and antibiotic use in the human, 

WS 12 
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9:00 – 10:30
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  GAME CHANGER:  
  ARCHITECTURE FOR  
  PANDEMIC PREPAREDNESS

KEYNOTE

KEY 02 

ROOM RUDOLF VIRCHOW
11:00 – 12:30

A fundamental reality is that stronger 
pandemic and epidemic intelligence 
requires that all countries are better 
prepared and able to collaborate with 
each other effectively. For this, structural 
aspects are important such as inter
national legal frameworks, financing 
mechanisms, improved multi-sectoral 
collaboration, and the strengthening  
of existing global public health organi
zations, including the World Health 
Organization. 

Despite considerable effort invested in 
global pandemic preparedness over the 
last two decades, the COVID-19 pandemic 
has underscored the need to be better 
prepared to identify and respond to new 
pandemic and epidemic threats. Several 
high-level panels and commissions have 
recommended improvements to the 
global public health architecture, while 
both the G7 and the G20 have pandemic 
preparedness high on their agendas.  
A major challenge at both the global and 
country levels is how to build stronger 
and smarter surveillance, especially for 
rapid detection of unknown pathogens, 
coupled with effective decision-making 
and response capabilities.
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NEW VOICES IN GLOBAL HEALTH
COVID-19 and Antimicrobial Resistance:  
Connections and Consequences

GLOBAL HEALTH INSIGHTS

GHI 05 

ROOM OCEANIA
11:00 – 12:30

possible consequences for global health 
are presented and discussed. Talks will 
focus on one key aspect and conclude 
with a take-home message or question 
for a multidisciplinary audience.

Members of Young Academies and 
similar early to mid-career scientist net- 
works will give a concise and engaging 
input in the format of a lightning talk in 
which connections between COVID-19 
and Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) and 
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  SECURING GLOBAL HEALTH  
  FOR THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC  
  TRANSFORMATION

WORKSHOP

Good health is one of the pillars of social 
prosperity. Thus, public health systems 
play a critical role in this transformation. 
Improving global health to support the 
socio-economic transformation will  
require a collective effort from govern-
ment, the private sector, and civil society.  
At the global level, cross-border health 
challenges – such as infectious diseases, 
Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR), and en- 
vironmental pollution – demand a strong 
commitment to multilateralism and inter- 
national cooperation. The international 
commu-nity needs to collectively address 
health equity, including low- and middle-
income countries.

Our economic system puts an excessive 
focus on generating economic wealth. 
Success is measured by profits or Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) growth, typically 
directing investment to activities with the 
largest economic returns, while the social 
and environmental impact only plays a 
subordinate role. 

This focus exacerbates social inequality  
in developed as well as in developing 
countries. And yet social wellbeing –  
which can be defined as being embedded 
in a community (solidarity) and having 
the opportunity to shape one’s own fate 
(agency) – is vital for countries to manage 
global and local challenges, such as 
pandemics or climate change. We need  
a socio-economic transformation for an 
economy that supports social well-being.

WS 13 

ROOM SOUTH AMERICA
11:00 – 12:30



77PROGRAM

Pascale  
Allotey

Markus  
Engels

Sabine  
Gilliam

Ilona  
Kickbusch

John  
Kirton

Dirk  
Meyer

Tania  
Rödiger-Vorwerk

Dennis J.  
Snower

Anil  
Soni

SPEAKERS

Pascale Allotey
World Health Organization  
(WHO) | Department of  
Sexual and Reproductive Health 
and Research SRH | Director

Markus Engels
Global Solutions Initiative |  
Secretary-General |  
Germany

Sabine Gilliam
Pfizer Germany |  
Country President |  
Germany

John Kirton
University of Toronto |  
Global Health Diplomacy Program, 
G7 and G20 Research Groups | 
Director |  
Canada

Dirk Meyer
Federal Ministry for  
Economic Cooperation  
and Development (BMZ) | 
Department of Global Health, 
Employment, Transformation  
of the Economy, Digital Tech-
nologies, Food and Nutrition 
Security | Directorate-General 1 |  
Germany

Tania Rödiger-Vorwerk
Federal Ministry for  
Economic Cooperation  
and Development (BMZ) |  
Deputy Director-General  
for Global Health, Resilience, 
Equality of Opportunity |  
Germany

Dennis J. Snower
Global Solutions Initiative | 
Founder and President |  
Germany / United Kingdom

Anil Soni
WHO Foundation | CEO

CHAIR

Ilona Kickbusch
Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies | 
Global Health Center | Founding Director |  
Switzerland

P
R

O
G

R
A

M
, M

O
N

 1
7



78 MONDAY, OCTOBER 17

  ENGAGING GLOBALLY  
  FOR PLANETARY HEALTH

WORKSHOP

science towards different knowledge 
systems and expertise is key to this con- 
cept and the opportunities to really make 
a difference by using this story-telling 
around Planetary Health are manifold.

In this session, we want to inspire and 
engage the audience – both digital and  
in-person with inspiring stories, ideas  
and experiences and give space to share 
and collect inspirations from all over the 
globe. We will take a deep dive into the 
chances and game-changing possibilities 
of a planetary health focus when inter-
acting with different sectors of society, 
different scientific disciplines, different 
knowledge systems and different level  
of policy-making.

All presentations will focus on the success-
ful integration of the planetary health  
narrative and lobby for innovative co-
creational and engaging joint endeavors 
to address both the environmental and 
the human health crisis.

While the world still struggles with a 
ravaging pandemic, the health and in- 
habitability of our planet is at risk. To 
preserve and support the well-being of  
all life on Earth – planetary health – with 
thriving, healthy and resilient societies, 
we need the commitment and efforts  
of everyone – policy makers, industry, 
science and civil society. Prescriptions  
for a healthy and green recovery from 
COVID-19 are outlined in a 2020 WHO 
Manifesto. However, to translate these 
prescriptions into action, good science 
and the buy-in from citizens and policy 
makers (who depend on their electorate)  
is crucially needed.

The narrative of Planetary Health, con-
necting the global challenges of Climate 
Crisis, Biodiversity Loss and all other 
planetary boundaries with human health  
is very powerful, engaging and possibly 
game-changing regarding Science En-
gagement. Engaging the public, policy-
makers and industry as well as opening 
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  STRENGTHENING  
  PANDEMIC PREPAREDNESS & RESPONSE
Lessons from Ebola and COVID-19 Outbreaks

WORKSHOP

improvements in research, evidence  
and public health capacities and policies 
which were quickly utilized for the  
COVID-19 pandemic. However, despite  
the availability of vaccines, increasingly 
frequent outbreaks continue to happen  
in Africa and access to necessary counter-
measures remain limited in countries 
most impacted.

What lessons can we learn from the 
COVID-19 and the Ebola experiences to 
enable the world to be better prepared 
for future epidemics and pandemics, 
from a multi-sectoral collaboration point 
of view. How can countries be assisted  
in strengthening their research, innova-
tion and public health ecosystems?

This panel session aims to highlight 
concrete examples of how timely and 
coordinated partnerships can lead  
to more effective preparedness and 
response to pandemic threats and  
discuss what else is needed to ensure  
that tools to keep the world safer reach 
those that need them most.

COVID-19 has shown the importance  
of international collaboration in tackling 
global health threats. A comprehensive 
public health approach including multi-
disciplinary actors resulted in the rapid 
development of safe and effective  
COVID-19 vaccines. While major scientific 
strides were made, effectively controlling 
the virus faced important challenges  
such as the waning trust in public health 
institutions, the impact of policies on 
equitable access, and healthcare systems’ 
capacity to reach the last mile.

Ebola outbreaks have similarly highlighted 
the gaps and opportunities in pandemic 
preparedness and response in low- and 
middle-income countries. International 
collaboration led to the eventual control 
of the major 2014–2016 Ebola outbreak in 
West Africa, including the deployment of 
a new vaccine that resulted from public-
private partnership, including improve-
ment in research ecosystems of countries. 
The experience with Ebola has helped 
increase capacity of countries to respond 
to outbreaks and health emergencies. 
Countries and global partners achieved 
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  ONE HEALTH IN ACTION

PANEL DISCUSSION

PD 09 

ROOM EUROPE
14:00 – 15:30

Health (humans, animals, environment) 
equally, incorporating expertise from the 
life sciences as well as social sciences and 
non-academic knowledge.

While it is clear that the stronger focus on 
One Health is vital, challenging questions 
remain open. How can the One Health  
approach be put into practice in concrete 
terms? How can One Health projects be 
operationalized? How can One Health 
generate add value? What challenges do 
One Health projects face and how can 
they be overcome?

Substantially broad knowledge from 
different areas of expertise, equally con- 
sidering all components of One Health 
(people, animals, and environment) needs 
to be taken into account, incorporating 
expertise from life sciences as well as 
social sciences in order to find overarching 
solutions and strategies that are promis-
ing. Furthermore, the firmly embedding 
of the One Health approach in our devel-
opment cooperation is of crucial impor-
tance, while fostering cooperation of  
and networking between international 

The COVID-19 pandemic, the emergence 
of other zoonosis, along with the increas-
ing Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) make 
clear that we need to approach the topic 
of health with a broader understanding 
regarding the close links between the 
health of humans, animals, agriculture 
and the environment using the so called 
One Health approach. Since the diversity 
of species and habitats on Earth is vital  
to all life, including human life it is essen-
tial to protect the natural environment in 
all its diversity, lessening the risk of future 
pandemics and vector-borne diseases.

The panel will represent the experiences 
of One Health practitioners that have 
implemented a One Health project and 
politicians from the German Federal 
Ministry of Health and the German  
Federal Ministry for Development and 
Economic Cooperation. The discussion 
should include the difficulties and ob-
stacles that come with the realization  
of such projects as well as successful 
strategies across the globe. We want to 
hear voices from different perspectives 
and consider all components of One 
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organizations need to be deepened. 
Strengthening local capacity through 
capacity building, network strengthen-
ing, evidence-based policy advice and 
recommendations for practical appli

cation is as important as incorporating 
the One Health approach into the global 
agenda with the aim of raising awareness 
among decision makers and populations 
worldwide.
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PANEL DISCUSSION

In the context of an increasingly global
ized and interconnected world facing 
major challenges spawning global health 
risks and threats, broad-based collabo
rations and partnerships are inevitable  
to enable Universal Health Coverage 
(UHC). As partnerships can play a cata-
lytic role in driving effective collaboration 
across key actors in diverse fields regard-
ing the global health system, prioritizing 
them is of paramount importance for the 
development of global health. The critical 
meaning of partnerships is also reflected 
in the United Nations Sustainable Devel-
opment Goal 17 that calls for “partner-
ships to fulfil the goals”.

In global health, numerous collaborations 
between product development partner-
ships and the pharmaceutical industry  
to multilateral partnerships have already 
demonstrated the important role in 

driving access to healthcare in numerous 
low- to middle-income countries as well 
as across the most effected vulnerable 
populations. While it is clear that partner-
ships can result in great benefits, chal-
lenging questions remain open. How can 
partnerships become more efficient, 
profound and agile in order to achieve  
a greater overall impact at the regional, 
national and global scale? What challeng-
es and barriers do potential and ongoing 
partnerships face and how should they  
be addressed? How could rules that govern 
and improve collaboration between the 
private and public sectors look like?

A roadmap to foster robust and sustain-
able collaborations must be urgently 
developed to close the access gap and 
put us on the path to a world where equal 
access to quality health care is ensured 
for everybody.

  THE ROAD TO 2023:  
  ARE WE ACHIEVING UNIVERSAL  
  HEALTH COVERAGE?

PD 10 

ROOM AFRICA
14:00 – 15:30



85PROGRAM

P
R

O
G

R
A

M
, M

O
N

 1
7

Sandrine  
Bouttier-Stref

Alison  
Cox

Gabriela Cuevas 
Barrón

Philippe  
Guinot

Loyce  
Pace

Luis  
Pizarro

Peter Kwame 
Yeboah

SPEAKERS

Sandrine Bouttier-Stref
Sanofi | Global Head of Corporate  
Social Responsibility |  
France

Alison Cox
NCD Alliance |  
Policy and Advocacy Director |  
Switzerland

Gabriela Cuevas Barrón
UHC2030 |  
Co-Chair of the Steering Committee |  
Switzerland

Loyce Pace
U.S. Department of Health  
and Human Services (HHS) |  
Assistant Secretary for  
Global Public Affairs |  
United States of America

Luis Pizarro
Drugs for Neglected Diseases initiative 
(DNDi) | Executive Director |  
Switzerland

Peter Kwame Yeboah
Christian Health Association of Ghana | 
Executive Director |  
Ghana

CHAIR

Philippe Guinot
PATH | Chief of Business, Finance and Operations |  
United States of America



86 MONDAY, OCTOBER 17

  HEALTH FOR PEACE
How Health Interventions Can Contribute  
to Peace and Social Cohesion

GLOBAL HEALTH INSIGHTS
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ROOM OCEANIA
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The theme of the seventy-fifth session  
of the World Health Assembly (WHA) 
(2022) was “Health for Peace, Peace for 
Health”. WHO’s Global Health for Peace 
Initiative (GHPI) – which was launched by 
Oman and Switzerland in 2019 – aims to 
strengthen the role of the health sector 
and WHO as influencers of peace while 
promoting WHO’s Triple Billion Goals and 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
The GHPI is on the agenda of the next 
session of the WHA. This panel discussion 
will reflect on key developments, chal-
lenges, and opportunities for Health for 
Peace. 

Health and peace are closely related. 
Conflicts are a major obstacle to health 
and have devastating impacts on health 
systems, while the lack of equitable 
access to healthcare can generate feel-
ings of exclusion that drive conflict and 
violence. On the other hand, inclusive, 
impartial and equitable access to health 
care can mitigate conflict and build trust, 
and health interventions may offer an 
entry point for dialogue, cooperation, and 
conflict resolution. 

While this is particularly important during 
conflict situations and humanitarian crises, 
the COVID-19 pandemic demonstrated 
the relevance of Health for Peace also  
in ‘peace-time’ situations where social 
cohesion or trust need to be built or 
strengthened.
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  ADDRESSING SEPSIS ON THE  
  GLOBAL AND NATIONAL LEVEL

WORKSHOP

Clinical Management of Sepsis” at the 
2017 World Health Assembly and its 
inclusion in the agenda of the G7 Health 
Ministers’ Meeting in 2022.

We will address the global burden of 
sepsis and Antimicrobial Resistance 
(AMR), highlight initiatives in addressing 
sepsis in sub-Saharan Africa, present data 
on the effectiveness of increasing aware-
ness for sepsis and prioritizing sepsis  
on all levels. Discuss the impact of the 
implementation of quality improvement 
measures, such as the education of health 
care workers in the early recognition of 
deteriorating patients and the availability 
of rapid response teams on survival.

Finally, this workshop will provide insights 
on the poorly recognized potential of 
novel therapeutic approaches.

Sepsis is a global health emergency affect-
ing approximately 50 million people each 
year and resulting in at least 11 million 
deaths worldwide. These figures repre-
sent 20% of all-cause global mortality 
and do not consider the added burden 
contributed by COVID-19 over the past 
two and a half years.

According to the World Health Organiza-
tion, most sepsis deaths can be prevent-
ed through improved infection preven-
tion, early recognition and management 
of sepsis as an emergency, in the same 
way a heart attack would be treated. 
Preventing global sepsis deaths, however, 
requires reinforcement of competencies 
on prevention, recognition and manage-
ment for all health care workers and 
increasing sepsis awareness at all levels  
of society, including among lay people, 
policy makers and health care authorities.

Encouraging milestones in the global 
fight against sepsis have been the adop-
tion of a sepsis resolution “Improving 
Prevention, Recognition, Diagnosis and 

WS 16 

ROOM SOUTH AMERICA
14:00 – 15:30



89PROGRAM

P
R

O
G

R
A

M
, M

O
N

 1
7

Janet  
Diaz

Marcus  
Friedrich

Shevin  
Jacob

Mohsen  
Naghavi

Konrad  
Reinhart

Niels C.  
Riedemann

CHAIR

Konrad Reinhart
Global Sepsis Alliance (GSA) | Founding President |  
Germany

SPEAKERS

Janet Diaz
World Health Organization (WHO) | 
World Health Emergency Programme | 
Clinical Management | Team Lead

Marcus Friedrich
Charité – Universitätsmedizin Berlin | 
Berlin Institute of Health (BIH) |  
Visiting Professor |  
Germany

Shevin Jacob
African Sepsis Alliance |  
Secretary-General |  
Sudan

Mohsen Naghavi
University of Washington |  
Institute for Health Metrics and Evalu-
ation | Department of Global Health | 
Director of Subnational Burden  
of Disease Estimation |  
United States of America

Niels C. Riedemann
InflaRx GmbH | CEO and Founder | 
Germany



90 MONDAY, OCTOBER 17

  THE ROLE OF PARLIAMENTARIANS  
  IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
  A GLOBAL PANDEMIC TREATY

WORKSHOP

to incorporate in the negotiations of the 
Intergovernmental Negotiating Body 
(INB) in terms of Governance and Leader-
ship, Legislation and national regulatory 
system, Equity, Accountability and over-
sight, and Financing.

Using the outreach and diversity of the 
members of the International Forum on 
Global Health, parliamentarians will try  
to establish a concrete action plan for 
parliamentarians to follow around the 
world in support of the Global Pandemic 
Treaty.

UNITE Global Parliamentarians Network  
to End Infectious Diseases & The Parlia-
mentary Network on the World Bank & 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) led  
in 2021, the creation of the International 
Forum on Global Health, a working group 
gathering members from twelve different 
international Parliamentary Assemblies 
and Networks worldwide, under a com-
mon global health and economic agenda.

In 2022, the working group will focus its 
work on pandemic preparedness and  
on delivering a list of recommendations 
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  GLOBAL HEALTH ARCHITECTURE  
  POST-COVID-19
Reshaping the Global Health Architecture  
in Times of Growing Geopolitical Divides

WORKSHOP

In the face of colossal global health 
threats due to conflicts, pandemics, and 
climate change, as well as in the context 
of a complex geopolitical situation we 
witness the emergence of new initiatives, 
addition of new actors as well manifesta-
tion of multilateral initiatives tailored to 
the “disease of the day”. Thus, the creation  
of new structures and institutions that  
are meant to close gaps or inefficiencies 
lead to even more fragmentation. At the 
same time, the WHO supposed to be the 
foremost leader in the global health arena 
finds itself in a murky sea of well-wishers 
and has been chronically underfinanced 
to meet the expectations posed on it.

Against this background, the panelists 
will share their visions for the global 
health architecture post-COVID-19 and 
discuss on the necessary political leader-
ship to address fragmentation and work 
towards the needed consolidation.

 The devastating aftermath of the COVID-19 
pandemic taught the world a clear lesson: 
there is an urgent need to strengthen the 
global health architecture underpinned 
by strong governance and financing as 
well as connected and coordinated glob-
ally by the World Health Organization 
(WHO).

Although a substantial commitment from 
many stakeholders, including governments, 
multilateral agencies and nongovernmen-
tal organizations is necessary to achieve 
the health-related Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs), a major challenge is 
the fragmentation of the global health 
architecture. Multiple new initiatives and  
a variety of agencies and projects limit 
the gains of specializations and lead to 
over-burdening countries.
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  GAME CHANGER:  
  A NEW LENS ON INVESTMENT  
  IN HEALTH AND WELL-BEING

KEYNOTE
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While there has been a shift towards 
responsible investment by public, private 
and institutional investors – especially  
with regard to climate impact – more 
needs to be done to ensure that large 
financial flows support health, improve 
the health impact of economic actors  
and to widen the Environmental, Social, 
and Governance (ESG) approach to 
include health considerations. As vulner-
able and marginalized people groups are 
particularly affected by gaps and access 
to effective care, investment targeted 
towards inclusive health and its determi-
nants also plays a crucial role for health 
equity.

Public and private investment needs  
to take both a holistic health lens and a 
broader health in all policy approach.  
The urgency of sustainable and equitable 
investing in health and well-being is prov-
ing to be more important than ever given 
today’s intersecting global challenges. 

There have been extensive discussions  
on the need to increase investments in 
health especially following the experien-
ces from the COVID-19 pandemic; focus 
and investments from a range of sectors 
have sought not just to reduce their 
negative health impact but more im- 
portantly to enable improved wellbeing  
for individuals and society. Financial 
institutions are also much more engaged 
in prioritizing these factors and several 
new financial instruments have been 
proposed. 
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  THE DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION  
  OF PREVENTION

WORKSHOP

In the future of digital health, the next 
logical step would be to apply technology 
to support population-level disease pre- 
vention and broader preventative health 
and lifestyle change efforts. This implies  
a trust architecture so that patient data  
is held safely and securely. What role  
do hospitals play in this transformation 
and how can the role of hospitals change 
to make prevention more effective using 
digital tools and how can such change  
be initiated.

Over the last years healthcare institutions 
have been pushed towards rapid digital 
transformation. The increase in the use of 
telehealth is one outcome of this change 
to health care delivery. What has not yet 
received the attention it deserves is that 
much of this shift should be directed 
towards strengthening prevention and 
supporting wellbeing including using the 
new tools to improve the digital engage-
ment with patients and communities.  

This also includes using digital tools not 
only for monitoring patient’s health but 
also for prediction. Many patient-facing 
digital health products assist patients to 
improve outcomes through behavior and 
lifestyle changes, either on their own or  
in conjunction with existing treatments.

WS 19 
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  LESSONS LEARNED FROM COVID-19:  
  PREVENTING ZOONOTIC DISEASES  
  EMERGENCE

WORKSHOP

The human, health, economic, social cost 
of the COVID-19 pandemic is enormous. 
More pandemics are likely in the years / 
decades to come. Investing in prevention 
would cost 100 times less than controlling 
future pandemics.

It is therefore necessary to set up a “one 
health” approach integrating human 
health, animal health and environmental 
health and aimed at preventing the 
emergence of new infectious diseases 
and not only seeking to anticipate and 
slow down their spread. This type of 
approach will make it possible to imple-
ment prevention strategies before human 
populations start to be affected.

Over the past 50 years, there has been  
a significant increase in the emergence  
of infectious diseases. More than 70%  
of emerging infectious diseases are zoo- 
noses, diseases caused by germs that 
spread between wild animals, farm ani- 
mals and humans. Almost all the pan-
demics we know of are zoonoses (SARS 
Cov2, Ebola and COVID-19 to name a few).

These emergences and re-emergences 
are deeply linked to the pressures exerted 
on the environment, in particular on 
natural habitats and biodiversity. These 
pressures increase contacts between 
virus reservoirs in wildlife, livestock and 
humans. 30% of emergences are believed 
to be due to changes in land use, includ-
ing deforestation.

WS 20 
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  GLOBAL GOODS  
  FOR HEALTH

WORKSHOP

to improving health and wellbeing in 
combination with economic progress.  
At both the global and the national level 
we need to develop collective arrange-
ments for financing common goods for 
health, regardless of whether they are 
delivered by public or private sector 
providers.

The world faces extraordinary challenges 
with significant health impact that can 
only be resolved through collective 
action. This requires a new approach to 
financing and the discussion on signifi-
cant investment in common goods for 
health is gaining traction. Such an ap-
proach to financing would be committed 
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  HOW TO ACHIEVE A 
  GLOBAL HEALTH DATA SPACE

PANEL DISCUSSION

Only when used equitably and ethically, 
the work with data can offer an unpre-
cedented possibility to improve global 
health and well-being and achieve Uni
versal Health Coverage (UHC) 2030. 
Impact at the global level will thereby 
only be possible with shapers and deci-
sion makers from different disciplines 
including from countries of relatively 
lower income and/or with smaller po-
pulations. With this session we wish to  
spark stakeholder engagement for a 
transparent data system that protects 
citizens’ data and facilitates their use  
for healthcare and research.

Breaking the data silos is essential to 
reshape the future of healthcare and 
crisis preparedness. With the growing 
opportunities of digital health and Arti-
ficial Intelligence (AI), we are, more than 
ever before, in the pole position for a 
Global Health Data Space that could help 
to treat and govern data for health as  
a global public good. 

However, across and within countries 
there is a stark divide in the capacity  
to effectively work with data. The 2021 
I-DAIR Global Research Map reveals, the 
divide between data use leaders based  
in a small number of countries and the 
rest of the world is growing. Additionally, 
biases in data relating to gender, race, 
and age limit the universal benefit and 
the trust in data use.

PD 11 

ROOM EUROPE
9:00 – 10:30
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  HOW TO COMBINE  
  HEALTH SYSTEMS RESILIENCE  
  WITH THE HEALTH EQUITY AGENDA

PANEL DISCUSSION

PD 12 

ROOM AFRICA
9:00 – 10:30

the population, before, during and after 
public health emergencies. Adjustments  
to long-term changes, continuous learn-
ing, essential public health functions, 
strong primary health, all-hazards emer-
gency risk management and engaging 
the whole-of-society are required.

The World Health Organization (WHO) 
has issued seven policy recommendations 
on building resilient health systems based 
on primary health care and WHO’s health 
inequality monitoring provides an evi-
dence base for equity-oriented policies, 
programs and practices aimed at closing 
existing gaps.

Both health systems resilience and health 
equity are key for an effective and effi- 
cient response to crises such as COVID-19. 
If a health system is unable to withstand 
the pressures from a shock, it may cease 
to function or collapse, leaving in particu-
lar the most vulnerable at risk.

Therefore an urgent need for global and 
national commitment for sustained pro-
gress towards Universal Health Coverage 
(UHC) and health security is essential 
combined with a consistent commitment  
to equity. This requires an integrated 
approach to building and rebuilding 
health systems that serve the needs of  
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  GLOBAL HEALTH COMMUNICATIONS
Communications Innovations:  
A Driver for Better Health for All

GLOBAL HEALTH INSIGHTS

GHI 07 
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9:00 – 10:30

The panel will explore how to partner 
with evolving technology and the digital, 
tech and social media companies while 
continue to build on the best of the 
traditional communications modalities, 
and explore solutions that help us in  
our question towards healthy behaviors, 
prevent/prepare for pandemics and 
#HealthForAll.

The COVID-19 pandemic leaves us impor-
tant lessons learned which can help us 
shape a global view on innovative health 
communications. The battle against mis /
disinformation has become central, as 
digital, multi-media platforms and social 
media dominate the way we communi-
cate. The massive use of social media  
has shifted the weight and authority that 
scientist and experts had in the past when 
communicating about health issues, includ-
ing causes, risks and desired behaviors. 
At the same time, it continues to be 
essential to work with communities and 
individuals who are living off-line.
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  PROTECT THE PROMISE:  
  EQUAL ACCESS AND OPPORTUNITY FOR    
  EVERY WOMAN, CHILD AND ADOLESCENT

WORKSHOP

WS 22 

ROOM SOUTH AMERICA
9:00 – 10:30

and child deaths, by 2030. The Strategy 
strives to keep women, children and 
adolescents at the heart of the sustain-
able development agenda, particularly 
important in the face of competing 
priorities.

The 2022 progress report on the Global 
Strategy presents evidence on worrisome 
trends in the health of women, children 
and adolescents – where advancements 
on the relevant SDGs (1,2,3,5) has slowed, 
and in some cases has regressed, as pre- 
dicted. Panelists will discuss the causes 
for the disruptions to service, with a call 
for true political will to protect the prom-
ise for all to have access and opportunity 
to not only survive, but thrive.

When it comes to the Sustainable Develop- 
ment Goals (SDGs) promises, as well as 
progress have abounded. But halfway  
to the finish line, the possibility of achiev- 
ing the SDGs for the health and well-being 
of women, children and adolescents is 
under severe threat. The global pandemic, 
compounded by crises due to climate 
change and conflict, are all creating 
barriers to services and support proven 
to help people, communities and coun-
tries thrive.

In 2015, alongside the SDGs, the UN Secre-
tary-General launched the Global Strat-
egy for Women’s, Children’s and Adoles-
cents’ Health (2016–2030). The Global 
Strategy presented a bold roadmap for 
ending all preventable maternal, newborn 
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  PARTNERSHIPS AND  
  ANTIMICROBIAL RESISTANCE
Identifying Challenges and Opportunities Across the  
Antibiotic Research & Development and Access Value Chain

WORKSHOP
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This session will identify several of the 
bottlenecks to development, access, and 
stewardship and examine how partner-
ships that bring together the resources, 
expertise, and cooperation of the public, 
private, and not-for-profit sector can best 
overcome these challenges and ensure 
the right antibiotic at the right time can 
reach patients in need.

Nearly five million deaths are associated 
with the silent pandemic of Antimicrobial 
Resistance (AMR). Very few innovative 
new antibiotics have come to the market 
in the past years and resistance against 
these new agents develops faster than 
ever. There are many bottlenecks and 
challenges to the development, steward-
ship, and access to new antibiotics to 
address the growing burden of drug 
resistant infections, and especially those 
priority pathogens identified by the 
World Health Organization.
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  FUTURE-PROOFING  
  HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS
Driving Multi-Disciplinary Care for  
Chronic Inflammatory Diseases

WORKSHOP
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Growing evidence demonstrates that  
an overactive immune system attacks 
healthy tissues and plays an underlying 
role in common chronic Noncommuni-
cable Diseases (NCDs), but general aware-
ness of these diseases and the burden 
they place remains low. This translates to 
a lack of integrated care for patients and 
the low prioritization of these diseases in 
national healthcare policies and plans.

We must therefore leverage new evidence 
to raise awareness of chronic inflamma-
tory and immunological diseases and 
illuminate the current gaps in care among 
the public, healthcare professionals, and 
decision-makers. In turn, this will demon-
strate the importance of investing in  
multidisciplinary care for these common 
chronic diseases to improve patient out- 
comes and alleviate the strain on health-
care systems by optimizing the use of 
resources. 

Chronic diseases are the number one 
cause of death and disability globally, 
placing a significant strain on healthcare 
systems around the world. Whilst health-
care systems have long struggled to keep 
up with the pace of demand, the rise in 
chronic diseases coupled with the pan-
demic, the climate crisis, conflicts and 
growing threats like Antimicrobial Resist-
ance (AMR), is stretching them to new 
limits. This overwhelms already fragile 
healthcare systems around the world, 
leading to mounting healthcare costs  
and poorer health outcomes. Now, more 
than ever, we must future-proof our 
healthcare systems.

One way to build more resilient sustain-
able healthcare systems is to ensure 
multi-disciplinary care for people living 
with chronic diseases. By creating holistic 
and integrated care models, it will help 
use resources more efficiently by reduc-
ing duplication and facilitating earlier 
intervention.
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  GAME CHANGER:  
  DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION  
  FOR HEALTH

KEYNOTE
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ROOM RUDOLF VIRCHOW
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These developments have led to new 
forms of cooperation between inter- 
national organizations and the tech  
industry at the global level. However,  
in many countries, significant investments 
in both health and digital infrastructure 
are needed and the regulatory environ-
ment is weak. There is concern about 
data extraction and loss of digital sover-
eignty. Countries need robust digital 
health strategies that integrate leader-
ship, financial, organizational, human and 
technological resources as well as sup-
port to address the major impediments 
they face. 

The digital transformation of health is 
progressing with great speed. Today’s 
digital technologies represent an essen-
tial component on the path to health 
literacy, sustainable health systems and 
Universal Health Coverage (UHC). Fun
damental changes are currently taking 
place in healthcare with regard to the 
way medical care is delivered and infor-
mation is procured and disseminated.

Digital Health First strategies are being 
developed rapidly as many large tech 
companies enter the health arena. The 
role of the major tech platforms in relation 
to reliable health information has been 
prominent during the COVID-19 pandemic 
and infodemics have become a major 
threat to health.



117PROGRAM

P
R

O
G

R
A

M
, T

U
E

 1
8

Lav  
Agarwal

Awa Marie  
Coll Seck

Garth  
Graham

Alain  
Labrique

Bernd  
Montag

Helga  
Mutasingwa

Nanjira  
Sambuli

Tobias  
Silberzahn

CHAIRS

Nanjira Sambuli
Transform Health | Vice President |  
Switzerland

Tobias Silberzahn
McKinsey & Company |  
Global Health Tech Network | Lead |  
United States of America

Alain Labrique
Johns Hopkins University |  
Bloomberg School of Public Health | 
Professor |  
United States of America

Bernd Montag
Siemens Healthineers AG | CEO |  
Germany

Helga Mutasingwa
Global Youth Mobilization |  
Youth Representative and  
Medical Doctor |  
Tanzania

SPEAKERS

Lav Agarwal
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare | 
Joint Secretary |  
India

Awa Marie Coll Seck
Minister of State to the President |  
Senegal

Garth Graham
YouTube | Director and Global Head  
of Healthcare and Public Health |  
United States of America



118 TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18

  EFFECTIVE LEADERS  
  FOR EFFECTIVE HEALTH SYSTEMS
What Makes a Leader and Can We Learn to Lead on the Job?

GLOBAL HEALTH INSIGHTS

GHI 08 
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During this session, members of the 
cohort will convey some of the insights 
have gathered over the last few days, 
presenting leadership challenges and 
successes. There will be a designated 
time for contributions from the audience 
during which participation is encouraged.

IAP brings together more than 140  
national, regional and global member 
academies that work together to advance 
evidence-based policies, improve public 
health, promote excellence in science 
education and achieve other critical 
development goals.

For more information about IAP see 
www.interacademies.org and follow IAP on  
Twitter https://twitter.com/IAPartnership, 
LinkedIn https://www.linkedin.com/
company/interacademypartnership and 
YouTube https://tinyurl.com/IAPyoutube.

The Young Physician Leaders (YPL) 
program was launched in 2011 by the 
InterAcademy Partnership (IAP) in con-
junction with the World Health Summit 
and the M8 Alliance of Academic Health 
Centres and Medical Universities. Since 
then it has trained physicians under  
the age of 40, equipping them with  
the leadership skills they will require  
to navigate their professional future.

To date, the YPL network of alumni 
includes more than 220 leading young 
medical professionals who were nomi-
nated by their national academies.  
Immediately prior to this WHS, members 
of the 2022 cohort were convened to 
reflect on the challenges faced when 
leading in professional situations and  
the very nature of what it takes to be  
an effective leader in the world of today. 
The cohort has been mentored experts 
from ESMT Berlin and IAP, but perhaps 
most uniquely they had the chance  
to share and learn from each other’s 
experiences.

https://www.interacademies.org
https://twitter.com/IAPartnership
https://www.linkedin.com/company/interacademypartnership
https://www.linkedin.com/company/interacademypartnership
https://tinyurl.com/IAPyoutube
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will present insights they have gathered while attending a pre-WHS workshop, 
focusing on their personal leadership challenges and successes.
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  mRNA TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER HUB:  
  TOWARDS SUSTAINABILITY
The mRNA Technology Transfer Hub Is on Track to Achieve its 
Scientific Ambition, so How Can the Global Health Community Identify  
and Tackle Critical Issues that Will Ensure Sustainability?

WORKSHOP

WS 25 

ROOM SOUTH AMERICA
11:00 – 12:30

•	 Producing the raw materials that  
are much needed for vaccine manu
facturing;

•	 Ensuring incentives for the trained 
workforce to remain in countries;

•	 Having policies that are favorable  
to local production so that vaccines  
are readily available and procured  
in the region.

The purpose of the session is to identify 
key issues that will need to be addressed 
and set the stage towards collectively 
working on solutions to ensure sustain-
ability of vaccines produced through  
the network of the mRNA technology 
transfer hub programme.

The mRNA technology transfer hub  
and spoke model aimed at empowering 
LMICs through sharing knowledge, build- 
ing capacity, and creating a network of 
collaboration is on track to deliver in the 
COVID-19 space. It is now indisputable 
that to face future pandemics and ensure 
vaccine equity, low- and middle-income 
countries (LMICs), with strong research 
and development and manufacturing 
capacity, need to be part of the solution. 
Sustainability, however, requires an even 
greater commitment from all global health 
actors. This session unpacks important 
considerations from:

•	 Developing new mRNA vaccines  
for other diseases (HIV, TB, & cancer);
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  ANTIMICROBIAL RESISTANCE  
  AS A GLOBAL CHALLENGE
The Task of National Public Health Institutes  
in Combating Antimicrobial Resistance

WORKSHOP

WS 26 

ROOM NORTH AMERICA
11:00 – 12:30

The session will discuss the following 
questions:

1.	 What are the priority short-term  
actions of NPHI that need to be  
addressed for improving global  
AMR surveillance and infection  
prevention and control (IPC)?

2.	What should be the long-term  
visions for improving global AMR 
surveillance and IPC?

3.	How can initiatives for achieving  
univeral health coverage / improved 
equity and addressing AMR be  
integrated? How can key elements  
from each strategy be taken into  
account?

Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) is a 
global health threat and growing prob-
lem. A recent global review found that 
AMR caused an estimated 4.5 million 
deaths associated with bacterial AMR in 
2019, making it a leading cause of death 
worldwide. 

Understanding the burden of AMR and 
improving infection prevention and control 
programs, access to essential antibiotics, 
stewardship and research and develop-
ment of new vaccines and antibiotics  
are crucial to combatting AMR. This will, 
however, require focused and innovative 
actions especially by National Public Health 
Institutes (NPHI) to address serious global 
gaps such as those with microbiology 
laboratory capacity, data collection infra- 
structure and health systems worldwide.
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  FOOD SECURITY & NUTRITION:  
  ESSENTIAL INGREDIENTS  
  TO BUILD BACK BETTER

WORKSHOP

WS 27 

ROOM ASIA
11:00 – 12:30

on calories at the expense of providing 
adequate, nutritionally balanced food and 
working towards long term accessibility 
by building resilient food systems. This 
vision requires action across food, health, 
social protection, trade and education 
sectors and effective food system gov-
ernance to ensure the immediate and 
long-term food and nutrition needs of 
populations are met. Without action, food 
security and malnutrition threaten to 
exacerbate global threats, driving food 
systems contribution to climate change 
and inciting states of conflict.

This workshop aims to explore the  
current challenges to food security and 
nutrition posed by global threats, inno
vative and evidence-based solutions to 
meet immediate needs, and long-term 
solutions to build resilient food systems 
to deliver healthy diets for all.

Shortage of fertilizers is one of the ele-
ments of the current crisis. The workshop 
will explore potential solutions, consid
ering particularly the issue of access 
inequalities and shift to more environ-
mentally sustainable choices.

In 2022 the world is faced with the  
competing, and compounding, threats  
of COVID-19, climate change, economic 
shocks and ongoing conflicts. These 
threats have caused unprecedented levels 
of need with disrupted supply chains, food 
price spikes and crop shortages testing 
already fragile food systems. The resulting 
food crisis exacerbates all forms of mal
nutrition. From increasing states of under-
nutrition, childhood wasting and stunting 
as thousands are pushed into states of 
hunger; to rising levels of micronutrient 
deficiencies, overweight and obesity  
as economic shocks make healthy diets 
unaffordable for more than 3 billion 
people and highly processed foods, which 
are often high in unhealthy fats, sugars 
and salt, become economic necessities.

Food security is defined as when all people 
have physical, social and economic access 
to sufficient, safe and nutritious food that 
meets their dietary needs and food prefer-
ences. While urgent action is needed to 
overcome the immediate states of food 
insecurity and ensure food availability, it  
is also essential to apply lessons from the 
past in the dangers of a siloed focus  
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  INVESTING IN A POLIO-FREE FUTURE  
  FOR MORE RESILIENT HEALTH SYSTEMS

KEYNOTE

KEY 05 

ROOM EUROPE
12:30 – 13:30

This event will recognize partners and 
major donors who have made new finan-
cial and political commitments to the 
GPEI’s Strategy and explore the broader 
health benefits of supporting polio era
dication. This will include a discussion  
of how GPEI support and infrastructure  
is key to pandemic preparedness and 
response and how it has played a crucial 
role in tackling health emergencies,  
such as Ebola, measles, and COVID-19.  
It will also highlight how the GPEI works  
to deliver other health services and 
vaccines to underserved communities. 

With wild poliovirus transmission at  
low levels, the global effort to eradicate 
polio is in its final stretch, presenting  
an historic opportunity to ensure no child 
is paralyzed by this disease ever again.

In 2022, the Global Polio Eradication 
Initiative (GPEI) launched a call for US$4.8  
billion to fully implement its 2022–2026 
Strategy to overcome the final barriers  
to a polio-free world. A fully funded  
GPEI will be able to vaccinate 370 million 
children annually over the next five years, 
preventing future cases of polio paralysis, 
saving the world over US$30 billion this 
century through achieving eradication 
and strengthening health systems through 
contributions from the polio program’s 
workforce and infrastructure.
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  THE ROLE OF PARLIAMENTARIANS  
  IN MOVING THE GLOBAL HEALTH AGENDA    
  FORWARD
Announcement of the Global Network of Chairs of Health Committee

PANEL DISCUSSION

PD 13 

ROOM EUROPE
14:00 – 15:30

Parliamentarians are the best placed  
to oversight governments’ actions and 
keep them accountable for commitments 
taken. But most importantly, Parliaments 
can give voice to people’s needs, includ-
ing the most vulnerable groups, and have 
the responsibility to protect the people 
they represent, and to advocate for their 
well-being. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) 
recognizes the critical role played by 
parliamentarians in positioning health  
at the core of the national and global 
agendas and encourages the engage-
ment of parliamentarians in the global 
health arena. The COVID-19 pandemic 
recovery requires an active engagement 
of Parliaments and WHO, together with 
key partners, is committed to facilitate 
this process.

Parliamentarians have both the authority 
and the responsibility to promote the 
highest standards of health and well-
being for people, through their roles in 
legislation, oversight and accountability, 
budgeting, and advocacy. 

Parliaments are crucial in the design, 
implementation and monitoring of law, 
policies and programs relevant to realiz-
ing the right of everyone to the enjoy-
ment of the highest attainable standard  
of physical and mental health and to 
implementing the health-related Sustain-
able Development Goals (SDGs). They  
are responsible for budget allocations 
and in deciding on the most cost-effec-
tive investments to improve equity in 
access to essential health services.
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  TRANSFORMING FOOD SYSTEMS  
FOR HEALTHY AND SUSTAINABLE DIETS

PANEL DISCUSSION

PD 14 

ROOM AFRICA
14:00 – 15:30

Conversely, commercial approaches such 
as political lobbying, policy interference, 
harmful marketing practices, and the 
imbalanced production and supply of 
foods which are not conducive to healthy 
diets negatively impact on food systems 
and malnutrition, exacerbating health 
inequalities.

At the same time, food manufacturers are 
responding to the calls to shift towards 
healthier and more sustainable diets.

This session will delve into the challenges, 
opportunities and needs to transform 
commercial determinants of malnutrition 
towards financial leverage for healthy 
diets.

The 2021 United Nations Food Systems 
Summit called for urgent transformation 
of our food systems to deliver healthy 
diets from sustainable food systems for 
all. Most countries have developed food 
systems transformation pathways that 
require changes in public and private 
investments and in policies regulating 
food environments.

Economic drivers are an essential consid-
eration for action. Private sector activities 
shape the accessibility, affordability,  
and desirability of foods and ultimately 
impact on the burden of malnutrition.

Effective use of public finances, such  
as agricultural subsidies, investments in 
infrastructure, trade and research, and 
public purchases of foods, as well as 
public policies that control food market-
ing and food pricing, may leverage change 
in private sector activities.
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  SDG 17 – CAN NEW PARTNERSHIPS  
  FOR HEALTH REVERSE THE  
  SDG ROLL BACK?

GLOBAL HEALTH INSIGHTS

GHI 09 

ROOM OCEANIA
14:00 – 15:30

sponse to COVID-19 we have witnessed 
extraordinary cooperation in science, 
technological innovations, and data 
systems. The United Nations Statistical 
Office has highlighted that investments  
in data and innovation are key to re-
sponding to the crisis and to supporting 
SDG acceleration. How then can these  
be leveraged and scaled up to promote 
SDG impacts by 2030 and beyond?

Multiple and overlapping health and 
security crises have led to a reversal in 
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 
progress. If we consider the SDG2022 
dashboard we see no significant im
provement on SDG 17 on partnerships  
in any of the regions of the world. Yet  
the COVID-19 pandemic did force key 
actors to innovate and build new forms  
of partnerships; for example in the re- 
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  MAKING THE BUSINESS CASE FOR  
  INVESTING IN INFECTION PREVENTION    
  AND CONTROL IN HEALTH CARE

WORKSHOP

WS 28 

ROOM SOUTH AMERICA
14:00 – 15:30

OECD and WHO will also demonstrate  
the business case for investing in IPC and 
WASH in health facilities, for pandemic 
preparedness, climate resilience and 
ensuring that health care facilities can 
provide quality, equitable care. In the 
second part of the session the speakers, 
other experts and G7 countries and the 
European Commission representatives  
will discuss about lessons learned from 
implementation of IPC programs.

The session will focus on a global per-
spective and the G7 countries situation 
related to infection prevention and con-
trol (IPC) in health care. Highlights from 
the joint WHO / OECD report commis-
sioned by the G7, the recently published 
global reports on IPC and WASH, and  
the forthcoming OECD report on the  
economics of Antimicrobial Resistance 
(AMR) will be discussed in the session, 
providing a situation analysis on IPC in  
G7 countries and globally. Experts from 
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  GETTING TO THE 100 DAY MISSION  
  FOR BETTER PANDEMIC PREPAREDNESS
Partnering for the 100Day-Roadmap

WORKSHOP

WS 29 

ROOM NORTH AMERICA
14:00 – 15:30

There is thus a collective need, with the 
leadership of WHO and support of other 
international and regional partners like 
CEPI, FIND, HERA, Africa CDC to enable 
the surveillance and warning systems, 
prioritize and rank the virus families 
against the likelihood for a Disease X 
emergence, in order to strategically 
prioritize development of solutions for 
diagnostics, vaccines and therapeutics. 
Several partners have started to work  
on this: from methodology to the regional 
customization of viral family prioritization.

To ensure transparency, facilitate scien-
tific endorsement and efficient coordina-
tion of these efforts, there is a need to 
actively engage with experts from inter-
national and regional organizations.

This session would be a first opportunity 
for panelists, partners and G7 repre- 
sentatives to share their activities and 
perspective, agree on the anticipated 
outcomes addressing the global, regional 
and domestic needs and better plan the 
coordination work needed ahead.

G7 Leaders endorsed the notion of the 
100 Days Mission (100DM) at the June 
Carbis Bay Summit, recognizing the un- 
predictability of future health emergencies 
and emphasized the need for an arma-
mentarium of diagnostics, therapeutics 
and vaccines (DTVs) available within 100 
days of a pandemic threat being detect-
ed. This has also been endorsed by G20.

A cornerstone to enable the 100-day 
aspiration is to eventually develop a viral 
vaccine library for each family of viruses, 
beginning with those predicted to have a 
high likelihood of emergence as Disease X 
and ensuring proper surveillance for 
these families.

The G7 expands this notion of virus  
family prototypes not only to Vaccines 
but Diagnostics and Therapeutics. How-
ever there are a number of activities that 
still need to be agreed upon such as a 
shared methodology for the prioritizing 
of epidemic-prone viral pathogens and  
a consensus on which of the virus families 
have the greatest potential for emergence 
as a Disease X with pandemic potential.
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  BRIDGING THE DIGITAL DIVIDE
Securing More and Better Funding  
For the Digital Transformation of Health Systems

WORKSHOP

WS 30 

ROOM ASIA
14:00 – 15:30

and sustainable digital transformation  
of health systems in low- and middle-
income countries (LMICs) to meet the 
growing demand for digital innovations 
and the role they can play in improving 
health access. The Conceptual Frame-
work that will be launched during the 
session provides an evidence-based 
approach to define priority areas for in- 
vestment and the level of funding needed 
to support the financing of digital health 
transformation.

During the session, we will hear from  
a panel of experts on how additional, 
aligned funding in digital health can help 
accelerate UHC progress and the role  
of different stakeholders in advancing  
this agenda. The session will also address 
the experiences and challenges in fund-
ing digital health and explore how to 
guide and govern additional investment  
to the benefit of all.

The digital transformation of health 
systems has the potential to improve 
health access and outcomes on an 
unprecedented scale. However, equity 
and closing the digital divide must be  
at the centre of that transformation.  
The Global Strategy on Digital Health 
2020–2025 calls for sustainable financ-
ing models as a key prerequisite for the 
implementation of countries’ national 
digital health strategies. The recent 
Lancet and Financial Times Commission 
report, Governing health futures 2030, 
recommends investing in the enablers of 
a digital transformation of public health 
and Universal Health Coverage (UHC),  
in line with costed country roadmaps.

Transform Health, together with the  
Joep Lange Institute, PATH/Digital Square,  
and regional and youth partners (AeHIN, 
RECAINSA, HELINA, ZIMAM and YET4H), 
are making the case for more and better 
investment in the inclusive, equitable  
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  MOVING INTO THE FUTURE:  
  MAKING THE POLITICAL CHOICE  
  FOR HEALTH

KEYNOTE

KEY 06 

ROOM RUDOLF VIRCHOW
16:00 – 17:30

term political decisions that make the 
difference. 

Investing in Universal Health Coverage 
(UHC) is fundamental to ensure access  
to high quality health services for every-
body without leading to financial hard-
ship. Investing in a healthy planet is the 
key to people’s livelihood and health. 
Only strong political commitment with 
the support of parliaments and a whole 
of government approach addressing the 
broad range of health determinants can 
achieve tangible progress. In view of a 
promising healthier future, we also look 
forward to WHO’s 75th birthday in 2023.

Today’s world continues to face major 
health challenges that require strong 
political commitment. The new UN Com-
mon Agenda proposes action in four 
broad areas: renewed solidarity between 
peoples and future generations, a new 
social contract anchored in human rights, 
better management of critical global 
commons and global public goods that 
deliver equitably and sustainably for all. 
This is the framework which we need  
to take forward for the implementation  
of the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), specifically Goal 3 for Health  
and Well-Being.

Through changing demographic, eco-
nomic and political patterns, health 
patterns are also changing: intersecting 
global health threats such as Antimicro-
bial Resistance (AMR), climate change 
and pollution must be urgently tackled 
through global collaboration. Further,  
the geopolitical and health dynamics 
unfolding on a global scale need to be 
addressed. As the COVID-19 pandemic 
shows, collective action and political 
commitment are required to deal with  
a global health crisis; but it is the long-
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ACCESS TO THE VENUE 

Participants and speakers must 
present a valid photo ID to pick up 
their badges. Please be advised that 
bags may be inspected for security 
reasons. The name badge must be 
worn at all times during the World 
Health Summit 2022: Access to the 
venue will not be granted without  
a valid name badge.

Please note: We will oblige to follow 
all COVID-19 regulations by the state 
of Berlin that are in effect at the time 
of the event. Furthermore, please 
note that a request for proof of an 
EU-approved vaccination, recovery 
status or a negative test might be 
necessary to grant access to the 
venue.

CAPACITY LIMITS

The capacity of session rooms  
and the venue as a whole is limited.  
The organizers reserve the right  
to refuse access to the venue or  
to session rooms if the maximum 
capacity has been reached. We 
follow the “first come – first served” 
principle throughout the conference 
and in all sessions.

CATERING

Food and beverage during break 
times will be provided in the foyers 
at the ground floor and first floor.

CONTINUING MEDICAL  
EDUCATION (CME)

Physicians attending the World 
Health Summit can receive up to six 
credits per day. Please make sure to 
send your EFN number and your full 
name so we can register your credits 
at the Berlin Chamber of Physicians 
(Landesärztekammer Berlin): 
contact@worldhealthsummit.org

DIGITAL PARTICIPATION

You are cordially invited to take part 
digitally: The whole program of  
the World Health Summit is avail-
able online with Q&A opportunities 
for participants. All entry links for 
the sessions can be found here:

Online program:
www.conference.worldhealthsummit. 
org/Program/WHS2022 
Website:  
www.worldhealthsummit.org

The recordings of the session will be 
uploaded to our YouTube Account. 
You will find the according links also 
in our Online program.

EMERGENCY NUMBERS (Germany)

Ambulance/Fire:	 112
Police:	 110

INTERNET

WiFi is available throughout  
the venue. 
Network:	 WorldHealthSummit
Password:	 #WHS2022

LOST AND FOUND

Lost items can be collected at  
the registration counter during  
the World Health Summit 2022.  
Unclaimed items will be held by  
the venue for a limited time only.

MEDIA

The World Health Summit is fully open 
to the press, but places for journalists 
on-site are limited. We have a Media 
Center with working spaces at room 
Antarctica. Press badges are avail-
able at the media desk at the en-
trance of the venue. Please present 
a valid photo ID. The press badge 
must be worn at all times during the 
World Health Summit.

https://www.conference.worldhealthsummit.org/Program/WHS2022
https://www.conference.worldhealthsummit.org/Program/WHS2022
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org
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Accreditation for on-site partici– 
pation prior to the World Health 
Summit 2022: 
www.worldhealthsummit.org/
whs-2022/media-center/ 
accreditation.html

Digital participation is possible 
without accreditation.

Press information: 
www.worldhealthsummit.org/
whs-2022/media-center/press-kit.
html

Press contact: 
communications@ 
worldhealthsummit.org

PARKING

Parking is available at the venue  
in an underground lot. 

PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES

The venue is accessible to partici-
pants with disabilities. If you require 
specific accommodations, please 
inform us:
contact@worldhealthsummit.org

PROGRAM CHANGES

The program is subject to changes 
due to unforeseen circumstances. 
Please check the online program on 
our website for regular updates.

www.conference. 
worldhealthsummit.org/ 
Program/WHS2022

REGISTRATION

The registration desk is open during 
the following times:

Sunday,	  
October 16	 9:00 AM – 8:00 PM
Monday,  
October 17	 7:30 AM – 7:00 PM
Tuesday,  
October 18	 7:30 AM – 6:00 PM

SOCIAL MEDIA

Please use our hashtags  
and tag our handles. 

#WHS2022 
#WorldHealthSummit

	 @worldhealthsmt
	 @worldhealthsummit  
	 @worldhealthsummit
	 @worldhealthsummit

 	 @WorldHealthSummit
 

SPEAKER CENTER

The speaker center is located on  
the ground floor in Room Antarctica. 
Speakers must bring any audio- 
visual materials they require to the 
speaker center prior to their session.

Presentations cannot be run from 
personal laptop computers in the 
session rooms.

The speaker center is open during 
the following times:

Sunday,  
October 16	 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM
Monday,  
October 17	 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM
Tuesday,  
October 18	 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM

TAXI

Taxi Berlin	 +49 30 202020 
Taxi Würfelfunk	 +49 30 210101 
Taxi Funk	 +49 30 443322 

WARDROBE

The wardrobe is located to the left 
of the entrance and is free of charge. 

https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/whs-2022/media-center/accreditation.html
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/whs-2022/media-center/accreditation.html
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/whs-2022/media-center/accreditation.html
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/whs-2022/media-center/press-kit.html
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/whs-2022/media-center/press-kit.html
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/whs-2022/media-center/press-kit.html
mailto:communications@worldhealthsummit.org
mailto:communications@worldhealthsummit.org
mailto:contact@worldhealthsummit.org
https://www.conference.worldhealthsummit.org/Program/WHS2022
https://www.conference.worldhealthsummit.org/Program/WHS2022
https://www.conference.worldhealthsummit.org/Program/WHS2022
https://www.twitter.com/worldhealthsmt
https://www.twitter.com/worldhealthsmt
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldhealthsummit
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldhealthsummit
https://www.facebook.com/worldhealthsummit
https://www.facebook.com/worldhealthsummit
https://www.instagram.com/worldhealthsummit
https://www.youtube.com/user/WorldHealthSummit1
https://www.youtube.com/user/WorldHealthSummit1
https://www.youtube.com/user/WorldHealthSummit1
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SCIENCE – INNOVATION – POLICIES 

The mission of the World Health Summit is to improve 
health worldwide by:

•	 Bringing together all stakeholders 
•	 Facilitating constructive exchange in an  

environment of academic freedom
•	 Finding answers to major health challenges
•	 Making global recommendations and setting  

health agendas

The World Health Summit was founded in 2009,  
on the occasion of the 300th anniversary of Charité.

www.worldhealthsummit.org

The World Health Summit is one of the world’s leading
strategic forums for global health. Held annually in 
Berlin, it brings together leaders from politics, science 
and medicine, the private sector, and civil society to set 
the agenda for a healthier future. Speakers and parti-
cipants from all over the world include:

•	 Leading scientists and medical professionals 
•	 Ministers and civil servants
•	 High-ranking officials at international organizations
•	 CEOs from industry and civil society
•	 Young professionals and students

https://www.worldhealthsummit.org
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The “M8 Alliance of Academic Health Centers,  
Universities and National Academies” is the academic 
foundation of the World Health Summit. The Inter
national Presidency of the World Health Summit rotates 
annually among the members of the M8 Alliance.  
It is a growing network and currently consists of 30 
members in 20 countries, including the InterAcademy 
Partnership, which represents the national academies  
of medicine and science in 130 countries. 

All members are committed to improving global health 
and working with political and economic decision- 

Tehran University
of

Medical Sciences

Tehran University of Medical Sciences (TUMS) is accredited with premier status by the Accreditation Service for International 
Colleges (ASIC). ASIC is recognized by the United Kingdom Department for Education and Skills (DfES), the United Kingdom 
Department for Universities, Innovation and Skills (DUIS), the United Kingdom Border and Immigration Agency (Home Office), the 
United Kingdom Office for Standards in Education (Ofsted). ASIC is a member of Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA).

makers to develop science-based solutions to health  
challenges worldwide.

The M8 Alliance organizes annual Regional Meetings, 
regular Expert Meetings, and Summer Schools. As a 
result of each World Health Summit the M8 Alliance 
issues the M8 Declaration: recommendations for action 
to international policymakers.

The M8 Alliance was initiated by Charité – Universitäts-
medizin Berlin in 2009 on the occasion of the first 
World Health Summit. 
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