
Translation 

Delivering innovation beyond bench and bedside 

Translating medical knowledge into interventions that 

benefit of patients across global regions remains one 

of the greatest challenges of modern medicine. It also 

requires innovative methods of accessing and trans-

ferring knowledge. What conditions make it possible 

to effectively translate knowledge into medical and 

public health interventions, and vice versa? How can 

we facilitate close links between research and clinical 

practice, and what innovative options exist? How can 

we improve exchange between scientists and policy-

makers, and how can research results have a greater 

impact on the political agenda? How can research ca-

pabilities be built up in poor countries in ways that are 

adapted to specific regional and cultural needs?

Transition 

Coping with new health challenges and 
accelerating change

Our environment is constantly changing: non-com-

municable diseases play a growing role in developing 

countries; populations are aging; socio-demographic 

developments also mean more and more people living 

in “megacities”; the health-related consequences of 

climate change are increasing; the worldwide financial 

crisis is affecting healthcare; the need for basic care in 

low- and middle-income countries is accelerating; and 

the focus of healthcare treatment is shifting from acute 

to chronic diseases. These are just a few of the pro-

found changes forcing everyone in the health profes-

sions to constantly adapt the ways they develop and 

deliver health care interventions. 

The Summit
Focus Topics

Central Topics 2009

·	 Evolutionary Medicine

·	 Pandemic Preparedness: National and Worldwide Actions

·	 Patients’ Needs and Health Research

·	 How to Balance the Benefits and Costs of Innovation

·	 Aging Populations

·	 Climate Change: Emerging Health Challenges

·	 Preventing Childhood Risk Factors for Adult Chronic Diseases

·	 Space Medicine: Results for Terrestrical Applications
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