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Abstract 
Despite recent nationalistic political developments, themes of global health dominate the 

current and future public health agenda, e.g. climate change, financial crisis and global 

refugee migration. Since several years, Germany is opening up to the topic of global health. 

I would like to invite you to a scientific symposium on “Global health – Hot topics for the 

future”. In this symposium renowned scholars from Germany and abroad will address hot 

topics that range from the global threat due to infectious diseases over population health 

effects of urbanisation to those of violence and the refugee crisis. In addition, young 

scholars will present innovative ideas for future research and interventions.  

With you as a companion of my professional life I want to celebrate my transition from 

department chief to an active position as senior professor at the University of Bielefeld. 

We are looking forward to a lively exchange and an exciting day.  

Programme 
 

   
8.00 – 8.20 Welcome coffee 
8.20 – 8.30 Opening Alexander Krämer  

Bielefeld, Germany 
 
 
   
8.30 – 9.00 
 

Precision global health in the digital age Antoine Flahault 
Geneva, Switzerland 

 
 
   
9.00 – 9.30 Putting the pieces together: between and 

within host dynamics of Ebola infection 
Rafael Mikolajczyk  
Halle, Germany 

9.30 – 10.00 Global infectious control of blood 
products  

Edward Murphy 
San Francisco, USA 

10.00 – 10.10  eHealth against infections in developing 
countries (RFT) 

Johanna Brinkel 
Bielefeld, Germany 

10.10 – 10.20  HIV in female prisoners in Ghana (RFT) Sheila Atogiba 
Bielefeld, Germany 

10.20 – 10.30 Varicella and measles vaccination in 
Bavaria (RFT) 

Christine Hagemann 
Bielefeld, Germany 

10.30 – 11.00 Coffee break  
 
 

OPENING 
 

PLENARY SESSION 
 

SESSION I INFECTIOUS DISEASES 
 



   
11.00 – 11.30 Urban mental health: a geographic 

perspective 
Oliver Gruebner 
Berlin, Germany 

11.30 – 12.00 Challenges for elderly care in urban China Xialou Gao 
Beijing, China 

12.00 – 12.30 Urban violence against women Rubeena Zakar 
Lahore, Pakistan 

12.30 – 12.40 Youth violence in Lebanese university 
students (RFT) 

Taha Itani  
Bielefeld, Germany 

12.40 – 12.50 Spatial dimensions of air quality in 
Guangzhou (RFT) 

Heiko Jahn  
Berlin, Germany 

12.50 – 13.00 Temperature as modifier of PM effects on 
mortality in Hong Kong (RFT)  

Thuan Thach 
Hong Kong 

13.00 – 14.00 Lunch break  
 
 
   
14.00 – 14.30 Road map for refugee health  Florian Fischer 

Bielefeld, Germany 
14.30 – 15.00  Weaponisation of health care in Syria Samer Jabbour 

Beirut, Lebanon 
15.00 – 15.30 
 

Traumatised victims of war – a life-span 
perspective 

Frank Neuner 
Bielefeld, Germany 

15.30 – 15.40 Influence of religion and spirituality (RFT) Constantin Klein 
Munich, Germany 

15.40 – 15.50 Social support and network structures 
(RFT) 

Matthias Belau 
Bielefeld, Germany 

15.50 – 16.00 Ethical perspectives and health equality 
(RFT) 

Sylvia Agbih 
Bielefeld, Germany 

16.00 – 16.15 Coffee break  
 
 
   
16.15 – 17.30  Perspectives of Global Health Antoine Flahault, Oliver 

Razum, Samer Jabbour, 
Muhammad Zakar, 
Alexander Krämer, Edward 
Murphy, Xialou Gao, John 
Finnegan 

 
RFT: rapid fire talk 

 

 

 

SESSION II URBANISATION, MEGACITIES & VIOLENCE 
 

SESSION III REFUGEE HEALTH 
 

SESSION IV ROUND TABLE 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Venue: Center for Interdisciplinary Research (ZiF), Bielefeld University 

Methoden 1, 33615 Bielefeld 

(Location plan: https://www.uni-bielefeld.de/(en)/ZIF/Allgemeines/anreise.html) 
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