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T h i s  y e a r  t h e 
Geneva Health Forum 
is celebrating its 10th 
an n iver sa r y with a 
o p p o r t u n e  t h e m e : 
affordable and sustainable 
innovation in health care. 

A theme that was 
naturally selected as Karin 
Gross (Foreign Office, 
Switzerland), member 
of the GHF Scientific 
and Partner Committee 
(SPC), explains it: “ this 
year’s event is the first 
since the adoption of 
the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development 
Goals ”. 

In  l i ne with the 
traditional mission of the 
Geneva Health Forum 
that aims at bringing 
together professionals 
from many backgrounds 
and sectorsfrom all over 
the world, this edition 
has been designed to face 

a challenge “to accelerate 
the process of a more 
equitable distribution of 
the financing and benefits 
from innovation in global 
health, to encourage 
research and development 
capacities in health in all 
countries, especially those 
where  populations are the 
most in need to achieve 
their right to health” 
a s  under l ined Prof . 
Dominique Sprumont 
(University of Neuchâtel, 
Switzerland, member of 
GHF SPC). 

The World Health 
S u m m i t  h a s  b e e n 
appoi nted a s  g ue s t 
of honour, in order 
to  support  the 2016 
event to be “an effective 
contribution for local, 
nat ional , and global 
hea l th  development 
processes within the 
frame of the SDGs” as 
Marcel Tanner f rom 

the Swiss Tropical and 
Public Health Institute, 
B a s e l ,  Sw i t z e r l a nd 
acknowledged (P.2).
Workshops have been 
de s ig ned (P.4)  and 
Tomorrow’s Affordable 
Ho s p i t a l  ( P.1)  h a s 
been s imulated and 
constructed as  a vast 
show case of affordable 
and sustainable healthcare 
innovations (with 60+ 
demonstrations). 

This year’s iteration 
promises to highlight 
the role of Geneva as the 
global health policy hub. 
It will certainly provide 
an opportunity to meet 
with a wide range of 
multi-stakeholders.  S.P.

PERSPECTIVE

CARTOON OF THE DAYSPOTLIGHT

B esides plenar ies , workshops , 
poster s and t radit iona l ses-

sions, the Geneva Health Forum 
this year, offers  a special exhibition 
area on the marketplace. A smal l 
hospita l has been reconstructed, 
a l lowingvisitors todiscover more 
than sixty innovations. Inventions 
demonstrated in this Tomorrow’s 
Affordable Hosptial were selected 
according to two criter ia: acces-
sabi l ity i .e. af fordable to a l l and 
their low environmental impact, 
i.e. sustainability. Taking a tour of 
the hospital, you may find a phar-
macy equipped to detect counterfeit 
drugs or a high tech and digitalised 
radiology unit specialised for trop-
cial climate conditions at 10% of the 
market price. You may also discover 
how to wash your hands with soap 
while only consuming 10cc of water 
and for the more adventurous, you 
find how take a shower with a single 
litre of water... 	 S.P. 

  Details of the exhibition can be 
found online :

          	  http://bit.ly/1qrQaYW
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GHF 2016 : Looking for 
affordable & sustainable health 

Pecub
Credit: Viktar Palstsiuk

Tomorrow Affordable 
Hospital

DISCOVERING GHF

An umbrella of events
– focusing on a range of public health topics 

WORKSHOPS 

In autumn the Geneva 
Health Forum Scientific 
and Partner Committee 
convened 11 groups 
of exper t s , f rom a l l 
continents, to answer 
major questions on health 
issues. 

A wide range of topics 
were addressed, including 
access to cancer treatment 
for children in the poorest 
countries, mental health 
in remote regions and 
telemedicine.          	
 The a im of  these 
workshops were to avoid 
the usual routine of many 
international conferences. 
These experts met a 
couple of times (through 
teleconferences) during 
last Winter, and they 
meet again in a closed 
session on 19 April, the 
first day of the GHF, 
to refine their findings 

and recommendations. 
These findings will be 
presented in open parallel 
sessions, on April 20, and 
in the last plenary of the 
Forum, on April 21. The 
results of this work will 
be published after the 
Forum.   S.P.

SUPPORT YOUNG 
R E S E A RC H E R S : 
VOTE FOR « LES JETS 
D’OR DE GENÈVE»

Young researchers have 
been strongly involved 
i n  propo s i ng the i r 
strategies on developing 
affordable and sustainable 
innovations in health. 
During the Forum you 
can vote or like on your 
smartphone or tablet ( just 
download the App GHF 
2016, available for free on 
Google and Apple Stores) 
for the best contributions 
and innovations. 

Six « Jet s d’Or de 
Genève » will be awarded 
at the Closing Ceremony.  
S.P.

F E DE R A L C A F É , 
LUNCH SESSIONS 
AND BREAKFAST.

 The Federa l  Ca fé 
ses sions are a place 
ded ica t ed  to  Swi s s 
organizations, especially 
for non-governmental 
organizations (NGO) 
and Swiss Foundations.  
The objective of these 
30 minutes sessions is to 
introduce simply a topic 
or an initiative and to 
openly discuss and debate 
about it. 
  The lunch and breakfast 
sessions take 90 minutes 
and are designed in 
line with this spirit of 
the Federal Café: they 
al low participants to 
discuss new global health 

perspective in an open 
debate. 
  Today, you can for 
example join the federal 
Café session “Déclaration 
de Berne – Globalization 
of clinical trials: how 
to ensure that the same 
ethical and regulatory 
standards are applied 
everywhere?”, given by 
the NGO AidinfoPlus 
that works on improving 
e th ic a l  r u le s  when 
medical studies are done 
by Swiss companies in 
southern countries. 
  We recommend you 
to keep an eye on these 
sessions; they may for sure 
be a good way to establish 
a community of shared 
interest with people from 
all around the world.   S.P.  
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YESTERDAY TWEETS FIGURE OF THE DAY

Join the social media conversation that arise around GHF sessions. 
Come and take part in discussions that address the latest controversial topics: 
What are the key barriers facing the medical world in adopting innovation? 
When will we stop violence against women? How can one share medical advances 
in the absence of health insurance in many countries of the world? 

Each day we will select tweets and reproduce them in these columns.  S.P. 

#GHF16

60+

Innovations are presented in 

the « Tomorrow Affordable 

Hospital » exhibition space.  
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The World Health 
Summit session on 
Migration & Innova-
tion will review the 
role of key stakehold-
ers  such as role of 
academics, and uni-
versal health coverage. 
04/20, 11 am – 12:30 
pm. The 10th GHF 
Anniversary Night of 

Innovation in Health 
will give the floor to 
researchers,entrepre-
neurs and politicians 
to discuss how to 
help the development 
of more sustainable 
and affordable health 
innovations. 04/20, 
Room 1, 5.45 pm – 8 
pm.                                                

ZOOM OF THE DAY

10th GHF: World Health Summit Honour Guest

Rather than competing 
with GHF, the WHS 
decided to gather al l 
f o r c e s  a nd  vo ic e s , 
bringing its additional 
ne t work  o f  hea l t h 
professionals, including 
those from the academia, 
public policy and the 
private sector with the 

ambition to improve 
hea lth a l l  over the 
planet in an « open 
dialogue ». Held each 
autumn in Berlin, the 
WHS is a collaboration 
between the M8 Alliance 
m e m b e r s  c o m i n g 
from Academic Health 
Centers, Universit ies 

and National Academies 
under the patronage of 
the German Chancellor, 
the French president and 
the President of the EU 
Commission.
D ur i n g t he  3  d ay 
conference, the WHS will 
offer sessions where major 
Global Health issues will 
be discussed, Today 
(04/19), the University 
of Sao Paulo, Brasil will 

highl ight the global 
Public Health Challenges 
of Chikungunya and 
Zika virus. Tomorrow 
(04/20) the University 
of  Geneva and the 
University of Montreal 
will question innovative 
solut ion s regard ing 
migration and health. 
Besides the scheduled 
events on the agenda, a 
large space will be given 

For its 10th edition the Geneva Health Forum (GHF) hosts 
the World Health Summit (WHS) as guest of honour. 

English-speaking welcomed too
Toute s  le s  s e s s ion s 
plénières feront l’ob-
jet d’une traduct ion 
s imu lt anée angla i s /
français, ainsi qu’une dou-
zaine de sessions parallèles, 
permettant de disposer 

d’une conférence accessi-
ble de bout en bout à un 
public tant francophone 
qu’anglophone.
Even for a Francophone 
session, welcome to join 
if the topic is of interest 

Credit: World Health Summit

PUBLIC HEALTH CHALLENGES

Surveillance networks
The development of surveillance networks is essential 
for improving health care practices.    		

How are localized health 
in format ion systems 
deve loped  t h rou gh 
research in it iat ives? 
Examples include the 
INDEPTH surveillance 
sites in low and middle 
income countries, and 
ameningitis surveillance 
system in hospitals in 
Cameroon, which are 
integrated into national 
and international health 
information systems for 
sustainability purposes.

Public health experts 
discuss research initiatives 
r e l a t e d  t o  h e a l t h , 
demographic and disease 

survei l lance systems, 
and their use of program 
planning effectiveness 
and decision-making 
purposes at the local or 
national levels.

Come and listen to the 
voice of the countries, 
and share your own 
experience of public 
health challenges in these 
various sessions.  C.P. 

Le pharmacien: quel rôle?
Venez-vous joindre à une 
discussion sur la vision 
stratégique nationale et 
l’évolution du rôle du 
pharmacien hospitalier sur 
l’usage du médicament, la 
prévention et le contrôle 
des in fect ions a insi 
que sur des actes qui 
concernent des maladies 
chroniques, dont par 
exemple, le diabète et 
l’hypertension artérielle. 

L a  f o r m a t i o n  d e s 
pharmaciens sera l’une 
des questions cruciales 
abordées dans cet te 
session.

La ses s ion sera par 
a i l leur s émai l lée de 
regards croisés sur des 
experiences conduits au 

Maroc, au Burkina Faso, 
et en Suisse. 

The session is English-
speaking only but you 
are welcome to join this 
lively exchange about the 
pharmacists’ new role and 
value. Sessions in French 
benefit from simultaneous 
translations.   C.P. 

Diabetes
With the increasing bur-
den of non-communi-
cable diseases, there will 
be a focus on diabetes at 
the Parallel PS2-1. How 
do we translate scientific 
skills from Western coun-
tries to low-income set-
tings in order to improve 
quality of life and life 

expectancy in patients 
with diabetes? How can 
we foster more effective 
collaboration? An exam-
ple of MSF collaborating 
with academic institu-
tions to provide innova-
tive solutions in  Mali will 
be presented. Do join the 
session and contribute! 

“The results presented 
during this session and 
anticipated discussions 
may potentially change 
the way diabetes is man-
aged in humanitarian 
emergencies and low 
income countries…they 
are groundbreaking!”
-David Beran,HUG-  C.P.

to you because there will 
be simultaneous transla-
tion of all plenaries, and 
a dozen parallel sessions 
taking place in French on 
the thirty programmed. 
C.P. 

Highly specialized medicine in the south?
What are the needs, 
interests and obstacles for 
highly specialized med-
icine in the South?The 
PS3-2 parallel session 
address this issue. It pre-
sents  surgery of malfor-
mations of the urinary 
tract and the management 

of hemophilia patients. 
For the latter, plasma-de-
rived medicines are scarce 
and expensive, as they 
are produced by a small 
number of manufactur-
ers and are usually inac-
cessible and unaffordable 
to countries in the South, 
“New technology called 

M i n i - Po o l  P l a s m a 
Fractionation (MPPF) 
which is being locally 
produced (where?) is  pro-
vidinghigh technology at 
low cost. MPPF can help 
increasing global accessi-
bility to treatment, e.g. in 
Egypt.”   C.P.

IMPROVING CLINICAL CARE & ACCESS

ADDRESSING SPECIFIC NEEDS

VIEWS FROM THE FIELD

LA VOIX DE LA FRANCOPHONIE

PS2-1

PS3-2

PS4-3

PS1-3

to discuss health care 
and research funding, 
putting sustainability and 
affordability at the core of 
the debate and bringing 
together actors with 
different backgrounds 
from all over the world. 
Together, these events 
echo the mission of the 
GHF: integrated and 
global health.    S.P.  	
			 

Credit: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7c/Telemedicine_Consult.jpg

TOMORROW
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